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IW REPLY REFER TO July, 2001 
1600 (020) 


Dear Reader: 


Enclosed for your review and comment is the Bureau of Land Managements's Draft 
Planning Analysis and Environmental Assessment for Arkansas and Louisiana. This 
document presents alternatives for future management of Public Domain tracts of 
land. The analysis includes twelve tracts in Arkansas and four tracts in Louisiana. 


The Burcau orginally released a Proposed Planning Aaalysis n November, 1999. 
However, that document was withdrawn from consideration to allow for additional 
public input and collection of more information about the resources located on the 
tracts. This draft is being released to obtain your comments before a Proposed 
Planning Analysis is prepared. 


The Jackson Field Office will hold a publi< meeting to receive comments on the Draft 
Planning Analysis and Environmental Assessment. The mecting will be from 7:00- 
9:00 p.m. on August 23, 2001 at the Civic Center Gymnasium in Marshall, Arkansas. 


The Jackson Field Office also welcomes written comments. To be considered, your 
written comments must be received by August 31, 2001. Please include your name and 
complete mailing a {dress on all written coraments and send thern to: Attn: PA/EA 
Tearn, Bureau of Land Management, Jackson Ficid Office, 41! Briarwood Drive, Suite 


Sincerely, 
Are D owl 


Bruce Dawson 
Field Manager 
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EA Number: ES-020-99-20 


The Draft Planning Analysis presents land use decisions for future management of BLM- 


FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 


Based on the analysis contained in the attached Proposed Planning Analysis and Environmental 
Assessment public domain tracts of land in Arkansas and Louisiana, no significant impacts to the 
quality of the human environment are expected to occur. An Environmental Impact Statement is 
not required. 


State Director, Eastern States Date 
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Summary 


This Planning Analysss/Environmental Assessment (PA/EA) analyzes alternatives for future 
management of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) administered lands within the 
states of Arkansas and Louisiana. The lands covered by this PA/EA include 12 tracts in 
Arkansas with a total of 575 acres, and four tracts in Louisiana with 378 acres. All of the 
tracts are public domain lands for which the Bureau of Land Managemen (BLM) has both 
surface land and subsurface mincrals management rer~nsitniities. The tracts are located in 
seven different counties in Arkansas, and four different panshes 1» Lourssana 


Issues 


Two issues were identified dunng the scoping process. The first sue 1s Land Ownership 
Adjustments - Which tracts should be retamned in public ownership” And which should 
BLM dispose through sale, exchange or other means’ The second issue 1s Special 
Management Areas - Which tracts should be identified for special management to protect 
or enhance specific resources’? And how should these resources be managed” 


Alternatives 
The following three alternatives were developed to resolve the identified issues. 


Under the Custodial Management concept. the BLM would retain the tracts, but 
would not pro-actively manage them There would be no actions taken to manage 
habitats or other resources. When presented to BLM. applications for use would be 
evaluated on a case-by-case basis Because this alternative would essentially be a 
continuation of the current management approach. it 18 also referred to as the Ne 
Action alternative 


With the Disposal alternative BLM would pursue transfernng the tracts out of 
federal ownership through vanous means including sale, exchange or conveyance 
under the Recreation and Public Purposes Act. In a sale or exchange, pnonty would 
be given to transferring the tracts to adjacent land owners. Disposal of tracts with 
high resource values would be allowed. but only with restncti ve easements to protect 
the resources 


In the Partnership concept, resou: « management object ves are developed for each 
tract. These objectives incluc> the desired conditions, such as type of habrtat and 
recreational opportunity BLM would actively seek partners, and with ther 
cooperation, develop site. specific implementation plans to identify needed 
management achons Transfer to other federal agencies, or conveyance under the 
Recreation and Public Purposes Act would be allowed, but only for uses pnmanly 
directed to attarneng the management objec aves 


Disposal is proposed for throe of the 12 tracts in Arkansas Partnership is proposed for the 
remaming mine Aransas tracts. and the al! four of the tracts in Lowisana 
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Chapter I 
Introduction 


Purpose and Need 


This Planreng Analyus Evwonments! Assevermem (PA EA) will provide guidance for 
management of the Bureau of | ant Manageme (BI M)-adm:mstered public domain tracts 
of land wethen Artansas and Lowmana Pu‘ domarm lands are publ lands whch were 
orgmally (that 1s upon the admittance of a staic to the United states) owned by the .cderal 
government and have sence tha! terme remamed mm conmtimucw fe deal ownership. and om budes 
both the surface land and the subsurface muncrals 


When approved. this Planneng Analysers will provide the land-use planmng decisions required 
by the Federal Land Policy and Managemem Act of 1976 (FLPMA). The decisions will 
remam om effeci until changed oy a new land-use plan The Environmental Assessment wy!! 
document the conmderaton of mpacts on the environmen. as required by the National 

E . rommental Policy Act (NEPA). 


The BIM has moenerals management responsibilities that will not be addressed in thes 
document The responsitilities that will not he covered are management of federally rwned 
munerals that be beneath lands managed by othe, federal agoncres. ard management of gpl 
estate minerals These split-estate minerals are muneral nghts owned by the federal 
government, whe the surface of the land 1s owned by 4 private individual. or a state or local 
governmem The BLM has previously prepared several PAT As for ov! and gas leasing of 
specific tracts mm Arkansas and Lownsana The Bi M has also prepared NEPA documents for 


srte-apecifi actions mmchudeng | As before approval of ol and gas well sites 
Background 


The Jackson Field Office of the Bureaw of Land Management M) began this planmng effort 
m 1997. and a Proposed PA/EA was released in Novernber of 1999 In reaponse to publ 
comoerns. however, the BLM withdrew that PATA to collert additional resource mmformation 
and publ empet hefore moving forward Hegenmag December 24 1999 the planning prox ess 
was reopened to publ comments through Febreary 29 2000 As part of the comment 
penad a publ meeting to recerve comments was held Marshall Artansas on | ebruary 
24,2000 After the publ comment penad the BLM alec collected additonal resource 
information. unc hudeng comtracted surveys of the tracts for cultural resources and vegetation 


Thus document comtamns a browter range of alternati.es than the Proposed PAT A released om 
1999, and thus document is being released as a Drafi PAPA This moans that # will be open 
to publ comment for ¥) days and Bl M wll net rseue a formal Proposed PATA until after 
the publ comments are commdered 
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Description of the Planning Are~ 


It 1s the intent of this planning analysis to make decisions on all BLM-adminiscered public 
domain tracts in Arkansas and Louisiana. There arc approximately 675 scves of surface 
tracts in Arkansas and approximately 378 acres in Louisiana which have been identified and 
will be addressed in this document. These lands are located in seven counties in Arkansas 
and four parishes in Louisiana (Appendix A). 


In addition, there are lands in both states for which the title is unresolved. These lands are 
referred to as lands of uncertain title (Appendix A), and may be addressed on a case-by-case 
basis under the provisions of the Color-of-Title Act. 


Planning Issues 


Planning issues are identified to focus on specific questions about how land and resources 
should be managed. These issues will be resolved by the land-use decisions that will be 
made when the PA/EA is approved. For this planning process, two planning issues were 
identified. 


Land Ownership Adjustments 


All of the BLM-administered public domain tracts in Arkansas and Louisiana are 
small and isolated, and, therefore, may be considered suitable for disposal. On the 
other hand, these tracts may have resources of value that should be retained in public 
ownership and managed by BLM or other agencies. The Draft PA/EA presents 
alternatives with different answers to the questions: What tracts should BLM retain 
in public ownership? And what tracts should BLM dispose through sale, exchange, 


or other means? 


Special Management Areas 


The BLM-administered tracts may have valuable resources that should be managed 
or protected. These resources would include sites eligible for listing on the National 
Register of Histonc Places, endangered or threatened species, rare habitats, minerals, 
or potential for recreational use. We have collected information in an attempt to 
identify valuable resources and management opportunities. The Draft PA/EA 
presents alternative answers to the question’ What tracts should be identified for 
special management to protect or enhance specific resources? And how should the 
resources be managed” 
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Planning Criteria 


Planning critena are rules for guiding the planning process. These rules include all 
critena may be specifically developed for a land-use plan. 


analyzing environmental impacts are: 


The Clean Air Act, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq. 

Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976, 43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq. 

National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 470 

Archacological Resources Protection Act of 1979, 16 U.S.C. 470 aa, et seq. 

Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977, 30 U.S.C. 1201 et seq. 

Executive Order 11988, as amended, Floodplain Management, 5/24/77 

American Indian Religious Freedom Act of 1978, 42 U.S.C. 1996 

Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq. 

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976, 42 U.S.C. 6901 et seq. 

Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act of 1980, 
as amended, 42 U.S.C. 9615 

Safe Drinking Water Act, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 300f et seq. 

Safe Drinking Water Act Amendments of 1996 

Clean Water Act of 1977, 33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq. 

Clean Water Act of 1987 

Executive Order 11990, Protection of Wetlands, 5/24/77 

Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, as arnended, 16 U.S.C. 1271 

Wilderness Act of 1964, 16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq. 

Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 661-664 

Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U.S.C. 1451-1464 

Coastal Barrier Resources Act of 1982, 16 U.S.C. 3501-3509 

National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 44321 et seq. 

Lacy Act, as amended 

Federal Noxious Weed Act of 1974, as amended 

Executive Order 13112, Invasive Species, 2/3/99 

Executive Order 12898, Federal Actions to address Environmental Justice in 
Minority Populations and Low-Income Populations, 2/11/94 

Executive Order 12U88, Federal Compliance with Pollution Control Standards 
(Amended by Eascutive Order 12580 Superfund Implementation), 10/13/78, 
2/287 

Executive Order 12372, Intergovernmental Review of Federal Programs, 7/14/82 
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Document Format 


This document 1s organized by chapters, with supporting documentabon arranged in 
appendices. Chapter | lays out the background and introductory material. Chapter 2 is a 
discussion of the alternatives. Chapter 3 describes the affected environment. Chapte: 4 
discusses the impacts of cach alternative, including the preferred alternative on cach tract. 
Chapter 5 lists the persons, organizations and agencies contacted and/or who had input into 
this document, and the preparers of this document. A references cited sectvon 18 also 
included in Chapter 5. A Glossary is included after Chapter 5. Tne appendices are the 
fallowing: 


Appendix A - Lands 
Appendix B - Minerals 
Appendix C - Recreation and Visual 
Appendix D - Souls 


Chapter 2 
Alternatives 


Introduction 


This chapter presents alternatives, including a preferred alternative, for cach tract. The 
alternatives were developed by an interdisciplinary team, based on the issucs and planning 
criteria discussed in Chapter |. The preferred alternative is not a final decision. It is an 
indication of the direction BLM is leaning, before having the benefit public comment specific 
to the preferred alternative. This chapter also inciudes a list of standard management 
guidelines which will apply regardless of which alternative is selected. 


The Alternatives 


Three alternatives’ concepts were developed, and are described below. A more detailed 
tract-by-tract presentation of the alternatives is presented later in this chapter. 


Under the Custodial Management concept, the BLM would retain the tracts, but would 
not pro-actively manage them. There would be no actions taken to manage habitats or other 
resources. When presented to BLM, applications for use would be evaluated on a case- 
by-case basis. Because this alternative would essentially be a continuation of the current 
management approach, it is also referred to as the Ne Action alternative. 


With the Disposal alternative BLM would pursue transferring the tracts out of Federal 
ownership through various means including sale, exchange or conveyance under the 
Recreation: and Public Purposes Act. In a sale or exchange, priority would be given to 
transferring the tracts to adjacent land owners. Disposal of tracts with high resource values 
would be allowed, but only wi*! restrictive easements to protect the resources 


In the Partnership woncept, resource management objectives are developed for each tract. 
These objectives include the desired conditions, such as type of habitat and recreational 
specific implementation plans to identify needed management actions. Transfer to other 
Federal agencies, or conveyance under the Recreation and Public Purposes Act would be 
allowed, but only for uses primarily directed to attaining the management objectives. 


An Alternative Considered But Not Analyzed in Detail 


Acquisition of land adjacent to public domain tracts was suggested during the initial scoping 
process for preparation of the plan. The primary means of acquisition would be cither 
through the Land and Water Conservation Fund (L WCF) or through land exchanges. In 
1999 four BLM projects (three in Arkansas and one in Louisiana) were proposed for L WCF 


acquisition. None of the proposals, however, was approved. Any effort to accomplish 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE I/ 


Artansas and ouisiona PA/EA July 2001 


acquisition through land exchanges would be limited by iss small land base available. For 
these reasons we did not develop a detailed acquisition alternative. Note. however, that any 
future opportunities for acquisition would be considered and would be evaluated by the 
criteria presented in Appendix A. 


Standard Management Common to All Alternatives 


The following list of standard management guidelines wi'! apply regardless of which alternative 
is selected. It 1s a combination of existing policies and management practices, and includes 
determinations made during the development of planning criteria. 


1. All management actions will include evaluation of environmental impacts in the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) compliance process. 


2. All management actions will comply with the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, 
as amended (16 U.S.C. 470) which provides protection for significant cultural resources. An 
appropriate level of inventory will be conducted for all actions with a potential to affect these 
and/or the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (36 CFR 800). 


3. No Native American religious sites, ceremonial sites or treaty rights areas were identified 
during this planning process. Additional consultation with federally recognized tribes will take 
place on a case-by-case basis. 


4. BLM will avoid jeopardizing the continued existence of any federally listed, state-listed, or 
proposed species, will actively promote species recovery, and will work to improve the status 
of candidate and sensitive species. If a federally listed species would be affected by a 
proposed management action, there will be a consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. Ifa 
proposed management action would impact a state-listed species, there will be a conference 


with the appropriate state game and fish agency. 


5. Management actions will be conducted in a manner which conforms to the objectives of 
the State Air Quality Implementation Plan. 


6. Management actions will be conducted in a manner conforming to the water quality 


management objectives which have been developed by the states as required by the 1987 
Water Quality Act Amendments to the Federal Water Pollution Control Act. 


7. Measures for minimizing accelerated soil erosion will continue to be made on a site- 
specific basis through evaluation of management action” and implementation of best 
management practices. 
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8. Proposed uses will be evaluated for the: potential to release hazardous materials in the 
environment. Use of hazardous matenals must comply with the Resource Conservation and 


Recovery Act. 


Disposal of hazardous materials on surface tracts is prohibited. The ‘iscovery of 
unpermutted hazardous matenal will be handled in accordance with the reporting. removal. 
and remediation requirements of the Comprehensive Environmental Response. 
Compensation and Liability Act. 


9. Specific surface tracts identified for disposal will be evaluated for the presence of 
significant resource values pnor to the final decision. Resources to be evaluated will include 
minerals, recreation, cultural, wetlands, and threatened, endangered and other special status 
species. 


10. For some tracts of land, the title is clouded. These tracts are claimed by private owners, 
but government land records show that they were never transferred from Federal ownership. 
Claimants may apply for transfer of these tracts under the Color-of-Title Act, and if 
qualified, may purchase the tracts to obtain title. Color-of title cases will be processed on a 
case-by-case basis. A list of tracts that appear to be of uncertain title is presented in 


Appendix A. 


11. Minerals nghts that are reserved to the United States are available for disposal to surface 
owners under the authonty of Sections 202 and 209 of the Federal Land Management and 
Policy Act (FLPMA). Applications for conveyance of reserved mineral interests will be 
processed on a case-by-case basis. 


12. Resolution of unauthonzed use will be pursued on a case-by-case basis. Resolution may 
include termination of use and payment of damages. including reclamation of disturbed land. 
if needed. 


13. Opportunities for land acquisition will be considered. Criieri2 for consideration of land 
acquisitions are presented in Appendix A 


14. All tracts identified as available for disposal through sale or exchange are nght-of -way 
avoidance areas if the granting of a nght-of-way would adversely affect tract marketatn lity. 


1S. Review of existing withdrawals will determine if they are fulfilling thei intended 
purpose or are not needed. Existing withdrawals are listed in Appendix A. 


16. All surface tracts are available for mineral development. The potential for mineral 


development is presented in Appendix B_ Before any tracts are disposed, a minerals report 
wili be prepared. If valuable minerals are present. mineral nghts may be reserved to the US. 


and will remain open to development. 
17. All motorized vehicle use is limited to existing roads on all tracts. 
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18. BLM will not permit livestock grazing on tracts identified for wansfer to other agencies, or 
om tracts identified as suitable for disposal Tracts sdentufied for partnershup management 
would be available for livestock grazing, only if the umplementaton plan determanes that 


livestock grazing 1s compatible with management objectives. 


19. Recreation Opportunity Spectrum classification objectives (/.ppendix C) will be used in 
evaluating recreational opportunities on the surface tracts. 


20 Land-use proposals will include consideration of umpacts to visual resources. 
Alternatives in Detail for Each Tract 


Table 2-1, on the opposite page, provides a list of all of the tracts, giving the tract name, 
acreage, county and legal description. The tracts are listed by their location from north to 
south. The alternatives for each tract are presented in the following portion of this chapter. 
The alternatives consist of three elements. 


Management Objectives outline management approach and the resource conditions 


Land-Use Allocations are decisions uf what uses will be allowed, restricted or 
excluded. Land-use allocations also control what forms of disposal, such as by sale or 
exchange, are allowed or not allowed 


Management Actions are anticipated implementation measurcs to ensure 
management objectives are met and land-use allocations are followed Not all 


management actions can be anticipated at this time Some of the management actions 
listed may prove to be unnecessary. 


In presentation of the alternatives, two tracts in Baxter County, Arkansas are grouped together 
as the Long Mountain Creek Tracts. 
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Tatie 2-1 List of BLM-Surtece Tracts in Artansas and Lovisivna 
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Alternatives for the | ong Mountain ( reek Tracts 


Rationale for the Preferred Alternative: Managing this tract in partnerstup with a 
resource Conservation orgamzation would protect and enhance existing values. and 


contribute to regonal conservation efforts 
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Alternatives for the Foster Branch Tract 
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Rationale for the Preferred Alternative: Managyng this tract in partnership with a 
resource conservation orgamzation would protect and enhance existing values, and 
comtnbute to regoonal conservabon efforts 
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Alternatives for the Buffalo River Tract 
Preferred 
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Rationale for the Preferred Alternative: Management of this tract by the Natonal Park 
Service (NPS), as part of the Buffalo Nation River, would protect and enhance existing 


resource values” 
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Alternatives for the Point Peter Mountain Tract 
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Rationale for the Preferred Alternative: Management of thes tract by the US Forest 
Service as part of the Ozark Natonal Forest, would protect and enhance existing resource 


values, 
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Rationale for the Preferred Alternative: Managing this tract in partnerstup with a 
feeource conservawon organizabon would protect and enhance existing values and 
contribute to regonal conservation efforts 
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Rationale for the Preferred Alternative: Managing thus trai in partnershyp with a 
Pesowroe CORSET aban organi zabom would protect and enhance existing values arn 
comtnbute to regronal conservation efforts 


Alternatives for the Bear Creek Tract 
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The wact would not be available for The tract would be avalabie for The tract would be available for 
Graposal disposal by sale or exchange If the tract = management partnersiup agreements | 
ts found to have tagh resource values, would also he avaliable for Recreation 
disposal would he allowed subyect to a anc Public Purposes Act conveyance. 
Protective conservation casemem The but only for uses prmanty derected to 
tract would also he available for attaaming the management object ves, 
Recreanon and Publi Purposes Act 
conveyance 
Management Action Management Action Management Actions 
Process land use proposals on a case by = Process disposal actions or applications = Develop partnershap agreements to 
case basis for conveyance atlan managemen otyecti ves 
Prepare implementation plans and take 


Rationale for the Preferred Alternative: Managing this tract in partnership with a 
contribute to regional conservation efforts. 
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Alternatives for the Middle Fork Tract 
~Preferred- 
ARernative | ANernative 2 Anernative ) 
( wtachal Management So Action — Partnerviup 
Management (bye ves Management (iyectives Management (injective 
Manage nroposed uses on a case by cane Increase management efficrencies Restore and naman native plane 
through disposal or transfer communmues inchudang mes and acd 
forest communes and glade 
communes as well as specid status 
Plan species Manage recreation in a 
rural serteng 
Land (se Ale ations Land | se 4 tex ations Land (se Aeration: 
The tract wowld new he av arlable for The tract would he available for The tract would he avaliable for 
disposal Gisposal by sale orpachange Ifthe val management partnershep agreements ht 


1s fownd to have tagh resource values would also he avarlabie for Recreation 
Gisposal would he allowed subyect to a and Publix Purposes Act conveyance. 
protective conservation easemem The bur only for uses promariiy derecied to 


tract would also he avarlabie for atlarneng the management obyect ves 
Recreation and Publix Purposes Act 
conve ance 
Management A lon Management Actions Management Acton 
Process land use proposals on a case by Process draposal actions or appl auons = Develop partnerstep agreements to 
case basis for comveyance allan management obyect ves 
Prepare implementanon plans and lake 
specif actonms requared to accomplish 
obyect ves 


Rationale for the Preferred Alternative: This tract is smal! and isolated from other public 
ownership, with no known resources of significance or of value to be protected or enhanced. 


Disposal of the tract would increase management efficiency. 


8 


Alternatives for the Drasco Tract 
-Preferred- 
Alternative | ARernative ) 
( testa Managemen ‘eo Acie R& 
—ö Managemen (Myer 
Managt proposed vars on a cane hy cane increase managemen effcen oy 
aes Cvoug? Gaposa oF transi 
Land (ee Aeration and ee A Der etione 


Process land wee proposals on a case by 


The tract wom’ he ey alate for 
Gapesa by sake or ac hanger | Ow cm 


July 2001 


Rationale for the Preferred Alternative: This tract is smal! and isolated from other public 
ownership, with no known resources of significance or of value to be protected or enhanced. 


Disposal of the tract would increase management efficiency. 
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Alternatives for the Locust Mountain Tract 


~Preferred - 
ANernative | Alternative 2 Ahernative 3 
( ustethal Management No Action Ts gama! Partnersitup 
Management (Myectives Management (ibyectives Management lbyectives 
Manage proposed uses on acase by case Increase management effioences Resiore and mantan native plane 
basis through @isposal or transfer communes inciudeng mesx and acd 
forest communmes and glade 


rural setting 
Land-Use Allocations Land se Allocations land | se A lhe ations 
The wact would not be available for The tract would be avarlable for The tract would be avaslable for 
disposal disposal by sale or exchange Ifthe vat == management partnerstup agreements ht 
ts found to have hugh resource values. would also be avalahie for Recreanon 
disposal would he allowed subyect to a and Publix Purposes Act conveyance. 
protective comservation casement The but only for uses pomanty directed to 
tract would also he avaliable for atuaning (he management objectives. 
Recreation and Publi Purposes Act 
conveyance 
Management Action Manager ~~t Actions Management Acton 
Process land use proposals on acase by Process @rsposal actions or applications —- Develop partnersiup agreements to 
case has. for conveyance alan management object: ves, 
Prepare implementation plans and Lake 
specif ackons required to accciapl. ih 
obyecti ves 


Rationale for the Preferred Alternative: Managing this tract in partnership with a 
resource Conservation orgamization would protect and enhan e existing values, and 
contnbute to regsonal conservation efforts. 
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Alternatives for the West Fork Tract 
~Preferred- 
Alternative | ARernative 2 Alternative } 
( untadhal Managemen So (coon — — 
Management (ibjyectves Management (Jbyecuves Management (hyecti ves 
increase managemenm ¢ffiaenc ies 


Process land use proposals on a case by 


The tract would be avaiable for 
disposal by sale or exchange If the vat 


Rationale for the Preferred Alternative: This tract is smal! and isolated from other public 
ownership, with no known resources of significance or of value to be protected or enhanced. 


Disposal of the tract would increase management efficiency. 
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Alternatives for the Redland Mountain Tract 


Alternates | Amer metre > 
( ertedes! Management Se Action) Dispose 
Management (ibyectrves Moenagemen: (Meyer trees Menegemen! (Meyectees 
Manage proposed uses on a case Py Increase management eff cen ses Marniae and enhance nario plan 
case bases through Grapesal or transfer Communes inc ludeng Sovm ute 
Ridgriop and giade Communes as wr! 
as protect hreedeng habe for Rufous 


The tract would not he avariable for 


Moenmagement Ai tinms 


Process land use propesa's on a care 
hy case hanes 


The tract wowld he evariable for 
Grsposal by sale or exchange |! the tact 
18 fownd to have high resource values 
Griposal would he allowed subyect toa 
protective Conservation easement The 
tract wowld alse he avaiable for 
Recreation and Publu Purposes Act 
(omveyance 


The tract would he avaiable for transter 
to the USDA Forest Service for 
management ax partof the (hem feta 
Natrona forest 


Tf not swntable for transfer to the SDA 
Forest Service the tract would he 

ev alabie tor management! partnership 

agreements |) wowld alse Me peariahie 
for Recreation and Puble Purpeses Act 
comveyance but omty for uses prumaryy 
erected te attaning the managemen: 


Rationale for the Preferred Alternative: Management of this tract by the US. Forest Service 
as part of the Ouachita National Forest would protect and enhance existing resource values. 
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Alternatives for the Black Lake Tract 
- Preferred 
— · Aner ne ee > ARernative ) 
— Shee Pertnerwnp 
Manager (Bye toe Managrenen (Pipi oes Managerrnen (Myer t crs 
Managr proposed uses on a cane Py cane | ncrtane managrmen efficen oes Manage tor cable nator habeas ane 
troug? Gragesal or transter PRCTREIOn © 8 rue setng 
ee | aed | we 4 ew eto | amd (we A Dee athens 
The tat would new he avaiable tor The tract would he evariatie for The tract wend he evariatle for 
rape Geapesa by sale ore achange WoO im) managemen: partnerver agreemenn | 
os fond te hawe hegh resowrce vmbues wom alse he pemlatie for Recreate 
Geagenal wom he allowed sumerct to and Publix Purposes Act conveyance 
conservator casemen The be only for waes promary derecied w 
my wom aise he pe arlabie few atlareng (he managemen yet ces. 
Recreation and Publ Purpones Aor 
conveyance 
Manmgrre nm cone Menagrre nt. Gone Managemen i tiene 
Process land use proposals on ecase hy | Process drapesal actions or ample atoms (rvelop partnerstup agreements te 
ae Dames for comveyance alae anagem ome lve 
Preparr onglemerniaton plans and labe 
ep actrems reqguered te a Cometesh 
ahyectives 


Rationale for the Preferred Alternative: Managing this tract 1m partnerstup with a 
resource conservation orgamzaton would protect and enhance existing values, and 
contribute to regronal conservation efforts in addition, this tract has high potential for on! 
and gas production, and could be leased for o:] and gas development Retenton of surface 


ownership would facilitate managing o1! and gas operations to protect surface resources 
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Alternatives for the Rocky Bayou Tract 
- Preferred | 
ARernet ee | Aer melee > Aer meee) 
( tothe Managemen So Acton he ema Perinerteny 
M anagem (Myr toe Menagerie (Mie oes — —— — — 
Managt progemed wars on ease ]ν managrmen eile wm ws Manage br ater nae oe hates and 
Danes Cwroug? Gaposal on wanster ee ee © 
Land (we 4 Dew atone ⸗44 | and | we A Ror ⸗ 
The tact wenskd mew te eeariatle teow The tract wowkd he ev arlatie tor Te Û 
apse Geapesa by sale ores hange | Ow om) manager parinerwep 
os toma te awe Pag rescence sabes ee mise he pv arlatite tow Recreation 
Gesgemal and Kol comervence 
premech vt comaerv anor cascmenm The Pee omy ter wees prema) derectnd we 
im) wend alte Me py ae ate tow at areng Che managrern mymct ors 
Recreanee and Pubie Purpemes Act 
copvevance 
Managemen Ai teme Managemen 8) tome Menagerie foam 
Proacess land ese proposals on case hy | Process deapesa a trom oF api acon LIP velop partnersiep agreemernts te 
cane bases for copveyance el ae a 
Preepart ome meni anor plans ame abe 
Oe ee ee 
aiyrce ves 


Rationale for the Preferred Alternative: Managing this tract in partnersiup ath a 
resource Conservation organization would protect and enhance existing values. and 
contnbute to regronal conservation efforts In addition, this tract has high potential for on! 
and gas production, and could be leased for ol and gas development Retention of surface 


ownersip would facilitate managing o1! and gas operations to protect surface resources: 
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ARereeer | 8 Deer mae oe 
— — — epee 
— — — — —— — * 


— 24⸗ | at (ae 4 ewe ⸗ 

ee Se Mα The tra) rmend ow ee meatier tow 

One Gegemae Py sate or emchange | Ow wae 
Meg — ev mbers 
denge na wom Me allewere ser wo 
Perm ee omer. ⸗ ⸗ 
me womekd ô⸗ↄ⏑ 
ee ee a a 
— 

Menage Site © Menng — — 

lard wae pregmemais or pane hy | Preis dean me toms om apneic areenms 

— Paine tow eer ven © 


Rationale for the Preferred Alternative: Managing this tract in partnership with 
resource Conservabon orgamzabon would protect and enhance existing values. and 
conmtnbute to regeonal conservation efforts The tract 1s currently leased for on! and 
praducton Retenton of surface ownership would facilitate managing oi! and gas 
operatons to protect surface resources 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
Chapter 2. M 


Artansa: and Louisiane PA/EA July 2001 


Alternatives for the Duck Lake Tract 
- Preferred 
ARernaier | AnRernawer 2 A her ne ee ) 
—— Managemen So 8 Um The poe Peri ner wimp 
— —— — — — Manager ( Mye tee 
Manage propemed aes on eae hy case I reese managemrn offic ies Manage to cominund oo and gas 
Prams Owrmg? Grapena oF wranster prem teoe from easing anes 


| aed (ae 4 Rew atone Land (we Ate atone | need (ae 4 Dew atone 
The tram) wemeld nem Me pea iatee tow The frame) mermeked Pr pe melee tow The tram) meme’ he pearls tow 
ange dpene Py sale ore hangs Wothke vm) Managemen partinerstup agreemernes bh 
os Hemet te awe Nigh cesemerc eo mbears. wom aise te pea latee tow Rae remem 
a ů Me allowed sect tee and Putin Purposes Act comveyance 
pemect ve Comervatier rasemem The ber only for uses promary derected tw 
rm) week abe Me ee melee tow ara meng (he manager mrn cium tT ves 
Br reat and Pulin Purpemes Act 
com vevaner 
— ⸗ Menage nm flee Menagerie mn (tem 
Prom eye land we preagiomais oo came Py Preis Geagtena arlene or ae aterm [RP Vr le PArIROrep arrest 
Cane Panes for com veyanee alae manage men cyt ves 
Prepare ope nnrntaren plans ar abe 
Ce Se ef ed 
eyrct ves 


Rationale for the Preferred Alternative: Managing this tract in partnershp with a 
resource Conservation orgamzation » ould protect and enhance existing values, and 
contribute to regonal conservation efforts The tract 1s currently leased for on! and gas 
producton Retention of surface ownership would faciirtate managing on! and gas 
operations to protect surface resources 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


Chapter 2- 6 
3) 


Artansa: and Lowtssane PAF A 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
Chapter 2- 8 


— — — 


Chapter 3 
Affected Environment 


Thos Ohagner presents a deacnpman of the environment and i the base for comparsan of 
ompacts Gacussed wn Chapter 4 The 14 crncal environmental elements listed mm Table } | 
must he Commdered in thes analyses Some of the elements are not analyzed because they are 
not present on any tract As shown om Table }-|. these are Areas of Critical Eavironmental 
Concern. Pome and Umque Farmiands Threatened and Ladangered Species Wilderness and 
Wild and Scemx Rivers Areas of Native Amencan Rehgous Concerns have not heen 
identified and are not discussed: 


ee —— —— — 
— Lawl Baayen bm tem mae — —— — —““ 
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Fow crmcal cloments act peesent on tracts = Lowmana only These are Phocd Plans 
WeiandsRapanan Zomes intrusive Nomnati ve Spoces and Coastal Zome Management 
Comoerms relat ve to the Placd Plans clement ill te Gracussed on the secthoms that address 
Wetlands Rapanan Zones The lerue ve Nonnat ve Spececs clement wll he Gracunsed on the 
Wikdiefe and \ egetatecm aectocms 


Topics Not Analyzed in Detail 


Several tagecs are dracusaed on a general basis in thes Chapter but not analyzed om Chapter 4 
These are Exveronmental Justice and Waste Hazardous or Sold. and the Coastal Zone 
Management concerns relative to Lownmana The follow ong discusmoms. separately for each 

state om bude a deacnpman of these clemens and reasons why detailed analysers 1s not needed 


Arkansas 


} mvironmental Justice 


All of the tracts on Artansas are on a rural setting and are not near developed resdential 
communtes However, scatiernd residences (prmanty farm howens) are om the vicemty of the 
trats No concentrations of menonties low moome farmhes. or ther remdences are Lnown to 
exret om the vicemity of the tracts that cowld be affected by the management alternatives The 
ahernati ves are not expected to affect the publx health and safety of menonty ond: viduals and 
low mnoome farm hes. 


Waste Hara. 4oue und Solid 


The tracts are apread over seven counties of the state of Artansas Durtng the on-site 
prapecban no sobd waste dump ete or hazardous « asie durmp sie was kx ated on or around 
any of these tracts Between June |5 and June ©. 1999 varnous county and state agencies 
were comacted and ther data hase was reviewed to find out the presence of any sold waste 
orte hazardow: waste sete or record of amy apils on or around these subyect tracts Based 
upon current onformatron ot was stated that there are no records of any sold waste cdhaposal 
ete storage of any hazardews matenal apells or illegal durmpeng on any of these subyect tracts 
on withen a half mule radeus of the subyect tracts: 


| ouisiana 
bmvironmental Juste 


All of the tracts on Lonsesana are on a rural setteng and not (lose to developed rendential 
communties However. there are scattered residences om the vicinity of the tracts No 
concemtrapons of menanties low moome farmhes or ther resdences are known to erst on the 
vecemty of the tracts that cowld he affected by any of the management ahernatives The 
ahernat: ves are not expected to affect the publi health and safety of menonty individuals and 
low moore farm hes 
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Waste, Hasardous and Solid 


These four tracts are lacated om differen parywhes on the wate of Lowmana During the on-site 
mapechoms, with the cxcepmon of the Big Salene Bayou Tract on Ragedes Pansh, 0 sold 
waste Gump enes or hazardows asic dump wics wer jacated om oF around any of these tracts 
During an on-site inepection an April 19, 1999 of the Big Sah ~ . eyou Tract m Rapides 
Parish, «t least Gee Gump wies were located on the tract The = tes: were bimerod with 
Gucarded refngermon. roofing matenals. empty broken Grurm. scrap metals. and other 
household wastes Also. two praducing wells wtact are lacated on the subject tract showed 
wgn of scx! Comarmmnabon in and around the praducton sics A subsequent vise of the ste 
an July |, 1999 showed that the contarmnated scx! was cacavated and was replaced with clean 
son! The three durnp sites have heen cleaned. and a final report is herng prepared 


Between July 8 and July 14, 1999 vanous parish and state agencees were contacted and thes 

data hase was reviewed to find out the presence of any sold waste ute hazardous waste ere. 

or record of amy eplis on or arownd these subject tracts Based upon current information, 1 
was stated that there are no records of any sold waste diaposal arte storage of any hazardous 
maternal. epeiis. or illegal dumprng on any of rhese subyect tracts or withen a half mule radeus of 
the subyect tracts. 


( oastal ome Managenent 


Coastal Zone Management conmderaions would apply only to the Duck Lake tract mn St 
Marun Pansh. Lowisiana This tract 1s withen the bowndanes of Lownsana s coastal zone 
management area and therefore. any proposed achons aocurnmg om the tract would he subynct 


to a Coastal rome Comensteny determenation A complete deacnptor of the howndary of 
Lowrmana s coastal zone management area may be found in the Revised Statutes of | owrsana. 


Subpart CR. S. 49:214.24. 


Topics Analyzed in Detail 


The tapecs discussed are those whch would he affected by ahernati ve implementation on are 
of sufficrem comcern to warrant ympact analyses The environmental empacts for these topics 
are dracussed om Chapner 4 


The narrative presentation of topace is orgamzed by state first Artansas followed by 
Lowmana The topece are Aer Quality and Chrnate (Cultural Resources Monerais Souls 

W mer Quality, Surface and Ground. Wetlands/Ripanan Zones, Federally and Scate Listed 
Specres and Wiidhfe and Vegetaon More detailed information on some of the tapes i 
available on the apmendces Addrtronal information for Menerais can he fownd on Append B 
Recreational and Visual wpformation can he fownd on Appenda (  Addbtonal ynformaton on 
Sonls can be fownd on Append D 
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Arkansas 
Air Quality and Climate 


In general the climate in Arkansas is characterized by warm to hot summers, cool dry winters. 
and vanable anrual precipitation. Daytime humidity gencrally ranges from 50 to 60%. Annual 
precipitation is 50 to 55 inches and occurs primarily in the summer months as thunderstorms. 
Average snowfall is between 4 to 9 inches and occurs primarily in the northern half of the state 


in the mountains. Prevailing winds are southerly to northeasterly. 


The tracts in Arkansas are in a rural setting with production of agricultural crops and forest 

products being the largest industries in the counties. For this reason there are no major sources 
of air pollutants in the area of the tracts and they are not located in a nonattainment area for the 
SIX criteria air pullutants designated by the Environmental Protection Agency: sulphur dioxide. 


Cuharal Resources 


Most of the tracts included in this evaluation have been surveyed for cultural resources (Klinger 
and Kandare 1984, Pace 1999, and Spears and Johnson, 2000). The tracts which have not 

been surveyed are in Baxter, Cleburne, Crawford, Searcy, Pike and Van Buren Counties. 
Tracts which have been surveyed are in Baxter, Fulton, and Searcy Counties. 


Evidence of human occupation in Arkansas has been dated from the paleolithic period. These 
sites are few but are very important. The Archaic Period in Arkansas is better understood than 
the paleolithic but extensive research should be done. Native American sites which date from 
the Historic Period are sources of information from one of the most significant times in all of 

North American history. Historic properties or other cultural resources may be on one or more 
of the unsurveyed tracts. 


Minerals 


In Arkansas, the most prolific oil and gas producing area is the Arkoma Basin. In this basin. 
the major producing horizons are the Pennsylvanian Atoka sandstones and basal Pennsylvanian 
Hale Formation. These two strata are absent on the tracts in Fulton, Baxter, Cleburne, Pike 
and Searcy Counties. The Pennsylvanian Hale Formation is present on the Crawford County 
tract and is at the surface on the Van Buren tract. 


All tracts have a low probability for development. All tracts are located some distance from 
the nearest commercial production. As in the case all remote areas that are far from 
established production, substantial gas reserves would have to be developed to justify the 
laying of gas lines into the area to produce any gas disco. ered. This has not occurred for any 
of these tracts. Additional information on mincrals can be found in Appendix B 
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Recreation and Visual Resources 


Recreation The Drasco tract in Cleburne County and the West Fork Tract in Van Buren 
County will not be considered in this dixcussion because these tracts (5 and 10 acres 
respectively) are small, and there is a residence on the Drasco tract, and the West Fork tract is 
in Close proximity to a residence. 


The other tracts in Arkansas would be clas"od as being in a “rural” environment (Appendix 
C). The activity most likely to occur on these tracts would be dispersed recreation such as 
hunting The broad setting including the privaic’y owned land adjacent to the tracts would be 
that resource modification and utilization practices are obvious and the mghts and sounds of 
human development are apparent. However, there are no developed recreational sites or trails 
on any of the tracts. The Calf Creek tract in Searcy County has an unsurfaced road that bisects 
the tract in a north/south direction. This road was probably built as a logging road pror to 
establishment of the Eastern States Office of BLM in 1954. The road is not maintained by the 
BLM and can only be accessed by crossing privately owned land. Therefore, the road is not 
accessible to the general public. There is a road adjacent to the north boundary of the Foster 
Branch tract in Fulton County. This road is a private farm road, blocked by a locked gate and 
18 not accessible without permission of the landowner. 


Visual Resources The visual resource in both the background (up to 15 miles from the tract) 
and the middieground (3-5 miles from the tract) consists of residences, roads both paved and 
unpaved, cultivated fields and pastureland, forested areas or areas where forest products have 
been harvested. The visual resource found on the tracts would be that of steep to moderately 
steep mountainsides to gently rolling hills, second growth mixed hardwood forest and 
scattered rock outcrops. 


All the tracts in Arkansas would fall into the Class II] visual resource rating category 
(Appendix C). This does not mean that the visual resource found on or in the vicinity of the 
tracts is not aesthetically pleasing, it means that the natural visual resource of mixed 
hardwood forest, rolling hills and mountains has been modified by human activity, and these 
modifications would be apparent to an individual visiting the tract or looking at the 
surrounding area from the tracts. 


Soil Complexes or Associations represent several soi! types, each with it's own specific 
characteristics that are usually found together and so intncately mixed that they could not be 
mapped separately. The descriptions in Appendix D provide general charactenstics of the 
complexes/associations found on the Arkansas tracts. The complexes/associations found on 
each tract are shown in Table 3-2. 
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Tracts Solis (see Appendis O for descnptons, 
Long tir Crees Mo eae Woks compa 6 20% saupes (Gorwwete ⏑ 20-40% sOpeS 
(Bene County) Conger very ety) st ioe 6 20% ssapes 
Long Wr. Crest So ane sore Come: sit tae 32% 
(Bare County sopet anc Oongher very Cet) si cen 6 20% sepes 
5 cete Branc> Mane Mono Comene: 6 20% sages (dorwnete sof) Gasevite Oona Compaes 34% 
(6 mon County) net 
Bute Reve Noa? very erty sit ⏑ 20% stape” 
(Searcy County) Cattevie very erty 8M toa 70-50% siapes 
Powt Pete Wir Note Stapro Mourtambueg Comgie: 60 to 60% stapes (dorwiwte sof) Unker gravely fire 
(Searcy County) sand oem 617% stapes 
Nete Sapo Comps 3 20% sapes 
Catt Crest Nete Stagroct Mouniammueg comple: 40-60% stapes (Gorwele sof) Liner -Mountammurg 
(Searcy County) Convenes 6 20% stages 
Campbet Holow Nete Steproc Mourtammurg Compose: 40 GO% stapes (dorwiwele som) 
(Searcy County) Enders Stony Loam 3 20% stapes Enders Nefia Stony Loans } 20% siapes 
Bee Cree Neha Steproct Mourtan®urg Compter 40-60% stapes (do Twate som) 
(Searcy County) Nete Sweproct Mourtan®urg Compte: 20-40% sinpes Nee Staprock Comptes 3 20% stapes: 
Enders Netia Storm (cams 3 20% stapes 
Moddie Fore Neha Steprock Mourtammurg Comoter 20-40% siages (Gorwate sor) 
(Searcy County) Enders Netie Stony Loans + 20% siapes 
Oresco Enders Nefia Staprock Comptia: & 20% stapes 
(Cisburne County) 
Locust Mountan Netla Enders Assou@tor (steep) 
(Crewtoré County) 
West Fort Enders Netia Sieproct Comptes 20.40% stapes 
(Ver Buren) 
Retand Mountain Benga! Gemarnt Yanush comple: 15 35% slopes (Gorwnate sol) Benga Beamarct Yanush 
(Pime County) comptes 619% stapes Biglort Yerwen Roc Ovtcrup Comptes 35-60% siape 


Water Quality, Surface and Ground 


The pnmary elements tested for by the U.S. Geological Survey when doing water quality 
sampling are: Total Dissolved Solids, Hardness (calcium carbonate), Nitrate as nitrogen, 
Chionde and Iron. The maximum permissible contaminant level for water quality are: S00 
mulligrams/liter (mg/l) for Total Dissolved Solids, (no measure available for hardness), 10 
mg/l for Nitrate, 250 mg/l for Chionde, and 30) mg/l for lron (National Water Summary 
1986). 


The tracts in Baxter, Pulton and Searcy Counties are underlain by the Nacatoch Aquifer. The 


Nacatoch Aquifer contains freshwater in parts of northeastern and southwestern Arkansas. It 


1s used pnmanily for public and industnal supplies and ranks sixth in total groundwater 
supplies in the State (National Water Summary 1986). Six to ten wells in Fulton County were 
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found to yield contaminated water. None of the tested wells in Baxter and Searcy Counties 
were found to yield contaminated water (National Water Summary 1986). 


The tracts in Cleburne, Crawford, Pike and Van Buren Counties are not underlain by a 
principal aquifer. No wells in these counties are known to yield contaminated water (National 
Water Summary 1986). 


No water quality samples were taken of water in the intermittent stream channels on the tracts 
in Arkansas. However, because of the rural setting in which the tracts are located, lack of 
development - either industrial or agricultural on or in close proximity to the tracts, the water 
in these streams, when flowing should not contain more than the maximum contaminant level. 
Tract specific information is found in Table 3-3. 


Wetland/Riparian Zones 


All of the tracts in Arkansas are upland in nature. Tract specific information is found in Table 
3-3. There are no wetland areas on or in the vicinity of any of the tracts. No nparian areas 
were observed on or associated with any stream channel. No streams, intermittent stream 
channels or mparian areas were observed on the Drasco, Redland Mountain, Campbell 
Hollow, and West Fork tracts. 


are tnbutary to Long Mountain Creek. There is a small intermittent stream channel on the 
Locust Mountain tract that crosses the tracts northwest corer and drains in a southwesterly 
direction. The Foster Branch tract has an intermittent stream channel that runs through the 
middie of the tract in a westerly direction and drains into Foster Branch Creek. There is an 
imtermittent stream channel on the Calf Creek tract that runs in a southerly direction starting at 
the tract’s north boundary and drains into Calf Creek. On the Bear Creek tract, there are three 
imtermittent stream channels which drain in an easterly direction from the west boundary. 
These intermittent streams drain into Bear Creek. On the Middle Fork tract, there is an 
imtermittent stream channel that crosses the northeast corner of the tract and drains in 


southeasterly direction. 
Tracts W ater (Quality Wetlands Kipanan Janes 
Surface .rownd 
Long Mtr Crees Mountan Creet an Ths tact has interment stream Channels which are tributary to 
Lo eohenera stream beects Long Mountain Crees No "ipanan areas were observed or 
(Barter Co) the northwest! commer a8S00I8IEC WIT hese internviien! stream Channels: 
Long Mtn Crees Unnarned ephemera Thus tract has internviient stream Channets wich are tributary to 
So tributary of Mountain Crees Lang Mountain Crees No riparian areas were observed or 
(Barter Co) a8S0CKISIRC wih these internviient stream channels 
Foster Branch Ephemera sandy/grave There 8 an internviient stream channe! that runs fwough the 
(umon Co) bottomed creet crosses the rrucctie of tre tract in a westerly direction and drains into Foster 
fact end drains west to Branch Creet No "paren areas were observed o associated 
Foose Branch with fs interrwien! stream cChanne 


Chapter 3- 7 * 
BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


Arkansas and Louisiana PA/EA July 2001 


Tracts Water (uals W eUands Kipena: Jones 
Surface’ -rownd 
Buta Reve Egonemers Gamage © There a "pater fe rac 
(Searcy Co) Bute ver 
Pout Peter itr OS ear aR. NO Cares warmer! sree a rotary of Mucwnon Cree @ 
No. (Searcy Co) steam a rtxtay of or he Tact No ‘pere” areas heave been Ce thec 
Pi fwond Crees 
Cal Crees As urmames Witary of Cal | There o an riecniient steam hawe Pel rus © 2 southery 
(Searcy Co) Crest 2 part of he Butato Greckon starwg a he nor? voundary Of he Pact anc Grams mito 
Rover dramage besr Call Creet No "panan areas were associa of? 
tes eternwhe steer awe 
Campbet Koliow Campbet Hollow @ to the No Seas rier len street Ka wes 0 "pele areas were 
(Searcy Co) west of he tract Observed on the fact 
fee © eee Ao ulnarned Oramage Rows There are ) merrier! stream hanes efuct Gram © 2 eastery 
(Searcy Co) wto Bear Crees Grechon trom te west boundary of fe tract These miterntien 


streams Oram into Bea Crees No "parlan areas were Observed 
OF associated wt Meese miele sean awe 


Miadie Fork Tritutary of Madchie Fort of There 6 an internwien! strear Chane! the crosses he norteas! 
(Searcy Co) Red River at northeast corner of the Wact and drans i sovteastery direction No 
comer panan areas were Observed OF assaciated wih Pus internwien 
stream chawe 


— — 


Orasco (Cleburne Epnemera tributary of Cedar | No streams intermvlent stream Chaninels o pana areas were 


Ce) Creek Observed on the tact 

Locus! Mountain E.nermera stream flows A smal intervie! stream Chewe crosses the northwest! come 
(Crewtord Co) sou bough the nortwest =| of the act and drains in a sou westerly direction No npanan 

corner areas were Observed OF asso”jiated wi Pye mien wlan! stream 
ave 

West Fort Nearest water is Wes! fort No streams mier vient! stream Channels o ipanan areas were 
(Van Buren Co) Powt Remove Crees Observed on the wact 

Redierd Mourtain | No surface wate No streams intermviien! stream Channels oO ipanan areas were 
(Pike Co) Observed on the wact 
Federally and State Listed Species 


There were no federally listed species found on any of the tracts in Arkansas, however, it 1+ 
possible that the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and/or gray bat (Myotis grisescens), both listed 
as endangered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, could utilize these tracts at least 
intermittently. There were no caves recorded on any of the BLM-administered tracts. 


The Indiana bat ranges from the Ozark region in Oklahoma, to southern Wisconsin, east to 
Vermont and south to northern Florida. Limestone hibernation caves, with very specific 
temperature and moisture parameters, are the limiting factor. Approximately 87% of the 
entire population hibernates in only seven caves. Although none of the BLM-admunistered 
tracts in Arkansas contain caves, some of the tracts do contain marginal summer foraging 
habitat, Summer foraging by females and juveniles is limited to mpanan and floodplain areas, 
and several maternity colonies have been found under loose bark and in the hollows of trees. 
Males forage over floodplain ndges and hillside forests and roost in caves. 
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The gray bat populatons are found pnmant!y m Alabama, northern Arkansas, Kentucky, 
Missoun and Tennessee. This speces 18 restncted entirely to caves and cave-hke habetats 
During the surnmer, gray bats are highly selective for caves providing specific temperature 
and roost conditions. Usually these caves are located within a lulometer of a nver of 
reservoir. in winter, they uulize only deep, vertical caves having a temperature of 6-1! 
degrees C. Nine caves are beheved to house roughly 95S percent of the hibernatong population 
Although there are no roosting or hsbernaton caves on BLM -admumstered land, chere 1 
potential for them. 


Vegetation, Wildlife and Special Status Species 


The following tract descnpuions are based on surveys completed by the Arkansas Nature 
Conservancy during the spnng and summer of 2000 The plant communities are categonzed 
using the National Vegetation Classification System (Weakley, ct al. 1998), and were mapped 
on aenal photographs to determine acreages High quality plant communities and rare plant 
occurrences were mapped and registered with the Arkansas Natural Hentage Commission 
Although specific surveys for wildlife were not conducted, observed wildlife was noted and 
species list compiled. 


Long Mountain Creek Tracts 


General The Long Mountain Creek tracts are located approximately two miles cast of Bull 
Shoals Lake in an area of mixed forest and scattered pasture land. Both are bisected by 
intermittent tnbutanes of Mountain Creek. There is evidence of histonc logging along the 
ndgelines and upper slopes of both tracts, and although there are old fire scars on larger trees. 
there is no evidence of recent burning. An AT’ trail runs from the southeast corner of the 
north tract to the creek. 


Vegetation Five plant communities have been identified on the Long Mountain tracts. 
Wooded Herbaceous Vegetation, Calcarcous Woodland, Dry Woodland, Dry-mesic Alkaline 
Forest, and Mesic Ravine Forest. 


Of these communities, the endemic Wooded Herbaceous Vegetation community associated 
with dolomite outcrops is considered the most important ecologically. This vegetation 
community is associated with scattered dolomite outcrops on both tracts (18% of the south 
tract and 8% of the north tract). The vegetation is characterized by medium-tall (up to 3) 
grasses and forbs with occasional stunted trees and shrubs. Older trees on these sites are 80+ 
in age, primarily post oak, white oak and black gum on the steeper slopes or within the 


npanan zones. The dolomite glade community 1s endemic to the Ozark Highlands, but high 
quality examples are rare and few are located on public or conservation lands. 


The Calcareous Woodland covers almost half of the south tract and about 7% of the north 
tract. This dry, open short (up to 25‘) woodland occurs on the stony slopes and around the 
dolomite glades It 1s dominated by chinkapin oak (Quercus muchlenbergii) and red cedar 
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Uwmperas virgumana), with whete ash (F races amencana) and vanous other oaks 
(Quercus sp.) 


The Dry Woodland covers almost half (48%) of the north tract and 28% of the south tract. kt 
18 a Gry, open, relatively shor (up to 30), woodlexd dominated by a mux of oak species (post 
oak, blackjack oak, black oak). The midstory can be thick in places with various blueberry 
and serviceberry species. Lachens and mosses are abundant. 


The Dry-mesic Alkaline Forest is more prevalent on the north tract (37%) than the south tract 
(4%). ht os a dry-mesic, tall (up to 80°, closed canopy forest occurring along the lower slopes 
and botioms of Mountain Creek. White oak (Quercus alba), Chinquapin oak (Quercus 
muchlenbergu), and redbud (Cercis canadensis) predominate here. The shrub layer 1s theck 
with saplings of overstory species and the herbaceous cover 1s variable, largely dependent on 
crown opening. 


The Mesic Ravine Forest covers approximately 4% of the south tract. This mesic, closed 
canopy forest community occurs im the bottoms and lower slopes of a relatively steep-sided 
ravine. The trees are tall (up to 80°) and species composition is diverse. The substrate is 
vanous types of colluvium derived from dolomite and cher. The creek is intermittent and the 
bluff lines are seepy after rains. Numerous fern species were recorded in this community. 


Wildlife Although the tract was not specifically surveyod fun wildlife, a total of 41 species 


were recorded on site. Of particular note, was the high diversity of neotropical migratory birds 
(25). Some of the species identified are of high regyonal conservation concern due to declining 


populations, including Worm-cating Warbler and Louisiana waterthrush. 
Foster Branch Tract 


General The Foster Branch tract is located in an area of converted pastures and woodland. 
The tract is split by an ephemeral creek. Ne substrate is broken dolomite and chert over 
massive dolomite. Small, flat dolomite outcrops are also exposed on the tract. The tract is hilly 
with slopes of 12% to 18%. The tract is fenced and moderately grazed. There is some 
evidence of past timber cutting, but the trees on the tract (25 -80 years) are older than trees in 
the surrounding woodlands. There 1s no evidence of recent fire. Eastern red cedar have 
become pervasive on the tract, none are older than 30 years. 


Vegetation Four plant communities were identified on the Foster Branch tract, Wooded 
Herbaceous Vegetation, Calcareous Woodland, Dry Woodland, and Dry-mesic Alkaline Forest. 


The Wooded Herbaceous Vegetation associated with the linear dolomite glades and areas of 
shallow sor! in approximately 6% of the tract’ Vegetation 1s dominated by medium-tall (up to 
) grasses and forts, occasionally with stunted trees and shrubs. Herbaceous cover is 100%, 
except where bare rock is exposed. The relatively recent invasion of red cedar (none older than 
30 years), lack of fire and possibly grazing have probably degraded the glades Because of 
ther ranty, intact glade communities typically support a large number of endemic special status 
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specses. There are fex ‘gh quality cxampics of thes communsty mm public or comservapon 
ownersiup 


The Calcarcous Woodland (51%) is a dry, open, short (up to 25°) woodland on the slopes and 
around the dolomite glades The trees are stunted and dommnated by chinkapen oak and red 
cedar The ground cover 1s sparse and suppressed. 


The Dry Woodland covers approximately 17% of the tact. it i* Gry. open and relatively shon 
(up to 30°) and 1s strongly dormnated by post oak (Quercus stellata) Lochens and mosses arc 
abundant 


The Dry-mesic Alkaline Forest covers approssmately 21% of the tract. hi is dry, becommng 
more mesic along the lower slopes and creck where the canopy 18 Closed and trees are tal! (up 
to 80°) The herbaceous layer 1s vanable, depending on Canopy openings and 1s comprised of 
pomanty grasses and forts 


Wildlife Although the tract was not specifically surveyed for wildlife, a wtal of 35 specees 
were recorded on site Of particular note, was the good diverssty of nectroprcal migratory berds 
(24) Some of the species identified are of regponal conservation concern due to declining 


populations 
Buffalo River Tract 


General This tract 1s bordered on the west by an ephemeral crock with a smaller creek 
brsecting the ndge from the highest port mn the northwest corner The ndgetops are relatively 
flat dropping off steeply into the ephemeral drasnages To the south. the tract slopes into the 
Buffalo National River The ephemeral creeks flow directly into the Buffalo River. 


Two abandoned trails peretrate the tract from the north and run along the ndgetops No 
grazing or umber harvesting 1s evident. The tract is fenced on the north and west There is 
evidence of histoncal fires. 


Vegetation There are two plant communities on the Buffalo River tract The ndges and upper 
slopes are covered by Dry Mesic Woodland. and the lower slopes and creek beds suppon Dry. 
mesic Alkaline Forest. The creeks are too small to develop a true mpanan vegetavon Both of 
these plant communities were judged to be of very high quality Trees were tall (to 80°) with 

chameters commonly over two feet and many indi vidual shortleal pene and whine oak were over 
three feet The overstory trees were 80 100 years old Small seepage areas are located along 
the creekbeds High quality examples of these Communes are Considered uncommon to rare 
in Arkansas. No caves were located 


The Dry. mesic Slope Woodland covers 82% of the tract and 1s dominated by shortlea! pune 
(Pinus echinata), white oak (Quer «st alba) and northern red oak (Quercus rubra) it isa 
medium to tall (to 80°) closed Canopy woodland with vanable armmounts of sourgum (Nyssa 
sylvatica), post oak (Quercus stellata), and black oak (Quercus veluting) The understory 
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sparse under the mature wandland and Gormnaiod by fowenng dogeaad (( ormas flonda). 


many of wtach have been tilled by bhgtt §=The growndoower 5 vanable. depending on crown 
: Opemngs. and wanes from 0. 254 


The Dry-nessc Alkahne Forest covers 18% of the tract on the lower shapes and bottoms of the 
wall ephemeral wrears «The Canapy on thes Closed forest 1 Closed and domenatied by » hur 
oak (Quercus alba) and northern red oak (Quercus rubra) oath varyung amounts of Chenkapen 
oak (Quercus muchionbergy) and afew shortical pene (Pumas echonata) The shrub wtratum 
tuck with saplongs of the overmory oes The groundoover m 20 S'S depending on crown 

ere 


Wikdilfe Although a complete siidhfe survey eas not Completed a ictal of 24 wiidiife 
apecses were oteerved on the tract A total of 19 bord species were observed. inchuding 
casiern wand peewee and red-cyed vireo both nectropsc al megants The tract has the potential 
to support a broad surte of forest rmenor breedeng somgterds 


Special Status Species No speces of special concern were located on the Buffalo River tract 
during tus survey However. the Ozark shone: (Notrapes ocartanss) aocurs om the adjacent 
Buffalo River The Ozark stoner 1s a fish ender to the Ozarks wtuch ms herng tracked by the 
Artansas Natural Heritage Commmsson This fish rs relatively common om Ozart Highland 
nvers with high » ater quality bt has dex boned range due to the Construction of 
Nver mpowndmen . 


Point Peter Tract 


Generel The Poon Peter tract 1s bacated on the Boston Mountains secon of the Ozart 
Highlands and border the Ozart National Forest to the west 


The tract 1s tesected by an ephemeral creet that dramns unto Richland Creek. a tributary of the 
Buffalo River Sandstone undertes the tract with outcrops and surface rack exposed Silanes 
range from S% to 15% A 4-wheel drive dn road 1s heeng mamntaned across the eastern 
porvon of the tract No grazing or umber harvestong 1s evidem The tract 1s not fenced 
There 1s evidence of hustancal fires on the ndgetop 


Vegetation fou plant Communmes were recorded af the trat 


The Dry Woodland community covers 9% of the tract’ ht 1s dry. open. shor (up to 1) and 
strong!) dormenated by post oak (Quercus seliata) Thos community accurs in the northeas! 
comer of the tract and 1s mermaed with the white oak woodland on very shallow souls The 
underviory 1s thick with shrubs and seedengs of the overstory apocies Liachens and mosses are 
abundant 


The Wouded Herbaceous Vegetation community covers less than | of the tract’ Thes open. 
kerk cab sandstone glade community accun as a senes of very emai! drscomtimucus oui raps 
throughout the tract Stunted. verophytx oaks up to 30 tall grow above an herbaceous layer 
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domunamoed by grasses less than T tagh Herbaceous cover 1s 100". cxcept wanere boulders and ; 
pavements of exposed sandmane occur Blackjack aah (Quercus maridandica\. post oak 
(Quercus stellata) and tack oak (Querce velatona) domunme 


Dry Woodland domsnates thes tract (60s cover) This wacdland has a relatively open canopy wath 
medsum - tall trees (up to S$). prmanty med oaks §=Thes communsty 1s lacated on the mud- and 
upper slopes shone the dram and below the mdge tap The souls are shallow and well-drasmed with 


The Dry-enessc Slope Woodland encompasses 31% of the tract, ht 1s a dry-enesc. mediumm-tall (to 
65) closed canopy woodland accurmng along the lower slopes and upper dranns White oak 
(Quercus alba) and northern red oak (Quercws rubra) dominate the commuruty with vanable 
amounts of sourgum (\yss0 nfratica) Flowernng dogwood (( orm florida) 1s common The 
undertiory and herbaceous lavers range from thick with blucherry species to sparse woth scattered 
punchernes, depending on the canopy cover 


Wildlife Although the tract was not specifically surveyed for wildlife a total of SO spnecses were 
identified on the tract, This included a large number of butterfly specees (15) and }0 berd species 

Of the berd species. mam were neotropical migratory turds Some of the species identified are of 
high regronal comsery ation concern duc to dechineng populations mmc hudeng Worm-cating Warbler and 
Kentucky W artler 


Special Status Species | wo special status species were found on thes tract Both of these plants 
are listed by the State Heritage Program. although merther are listed by the federal gow ernment 


Ovark chinquapen (Castanea prmmila sat ocartensis) 1s an imenor Highlands enderm« tara 
growing in dry woodlands Thvs tree has been severely reduced om range and stature due to an 
mtrexduced non-native fungus fis currenth found only as ract sprouts that seldom produce seeds 
Although the tree frurts om the fall. no old frurts were found on the three clones found om the B0-acre 
tract ner on the 10 clones found on the 40-acre tract 


Moore s larkapur (Delphine new tomanem) is a globally rare Imenor Highlands endems plant 
known from only five counties om Arkansas The larkepur grows om the shade of mch forests Thorty- 
five plants were found along the hase of a steep slope on the BO-acre tract: There 1s a road through 
the middie of that population 


Call Creek Tree 


General The ( alf Creek tract 1s located in the Boston Mountains cast of the Ozark \atonal 

Forest The tract 1s sstuated on a south-trending mdgeline with a nearly flat ndgetop The 
topagraptry 1s rugged with slopes | ("sto Ms common and many vertical bluff limes There is a 
road which runs along the ndgeleme There 1s no evidence of recent tember cutteng om the tract. nor rs 
the tract fenced There 1s evidence of past fires on the ndgeline A windstorm in 1999 blew down 
many trees. eapecially along the bluff lines on the cast wide of the tract The tract 1s wethen the Buffalo 
River Watershed The Buflalo River is desgnated a National River 
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So. plant communitacs were identified on the tract These communities closet follow the aspect and 
— 


Dry Woodland covering 10% of the Calf Crock wact s strongly domunaied by post oak (Quercas 
stellata) with occamonal shortical pune (Pima echinata) ft us a dry, open. relatrvely short (up to 
VW) woodland found om the upper mdge The undermory is thect woth shrubs and saplings of the 
evermary trees Lichens and mosses are abundant 


Waaded Herbaceous Vegetation covers less than |% of the tract This open, ner oak -sandstone 
glade communsty accurs mn a senes of very small, dmcontsnucws ovtcram throughow! the tract 
Stumtod oaks (up to 20") grow above a herbaceous layer dormmnated by grasacs less than 7 tall 
Herbaceous vegetation cover 1s 100%. except where howlders and pavements of exposed 
sandstone occur Scattered oversiory specees are primarily mixed oaks blackjack oak (Querces 
martiandica), northern red oak (Quercus rubra) post oak (Quercus stellata). and black oak 
(Quercus velutina) 


The Dry Slope Woodland covers 14% of the tract. This is a dry, medium canopy (up to 40%) 
shortleal pune/oak woodland occurring along the rock upper south to southwest faceng slopes The 
woodland canopy is open. dormnated by shortleal pune (Pres ec henate) toppang abundant post oak 
(Quercus stellata) and northern red oak (Quercus rubra) Herbaceous coverings are vanable 

25% - $0%. depending on crown closure and fire history 


The Dry-enesx Slope Woodland covers 61% of the Calf Creek tract’ ht 1s a dry-mesx woodland 
with trees up to $0 and closed canopy White oak and northern red oak are strongly dommnant with 
vanable amounts of sourgum (Nyssa mfverica). shortleaf pene (Pim echimata) and black oak 
(Quercus velutina) The understory 1s sparse under mature trees and dormsnated by flowering 
dogwood (Cormus florida) and the saplings of the overstory trees In other areas. the understory 1+ 
thickly dominated by wo'd bluehernes ) and yunebernes (Amelanchier wp) The 
herbaceous layer is vanable (i - 25% depending on the crown openmngs 


The Mess Ravine Forest covers about 6% of the tract along the bottoms and lower slopes of ( alf 
Creek Thus 1s a tall (up to 80°) closed canopy forest community with drverse species composition 
The creek 1s ephemeral to mmtermittent The canopy 1s dormemated by northern red oak (Quercus 
rubra) Onher species unc bude sweetgum (/ sgwidamhar styrac (flua) white oak (Quercus alha). 
black oak (Qwercus velutoma) and Amencan ebm (( lems americana) |erns are common wrthon 


this community. 

The Mesx Lower Slope Forest covers 15% of the tract along the lower section of the east-faceng 
slope and bluffline along the eastern edge of the tract The tract 1s dormenated by sugar maple (407 
saccharum), shaghart tickory (Carye ovata), white ash (fF raxinus americana), black walnut 


(Jughans mgra)\. and betermut tackory (Carve cordiformis) Thos community is relatively rare. and 
this ste was judged to he of medium quality 
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Wildlife Although not specefically surveyed for wridiefe. a total of 44 apecacs were moorded 
Most nctatly 2S terd apnccs were recorded many of them neotrogecal magrmary tends 
Several berds are of regpanal Comacrv aman concern Gut to dachmeng papwlatecma om hudeng 
worm cating wartier and Kemtucty warticr 


Special Status Species Teo epee! satus plant apmcecs were recorded # Calf Creek 


Ozark Ctenquagen (Castanre permuie var ozartrns:) 4 an lmencr Highlands endemx tars 
growing on Gry wacsdlands Thos wee has heen severely reduced i range and stature Gur to an 
omtraduced nam native fungua bons Currently found only as ract aprouts that sckdorn produce 
seeds Although the tree frusts om the fall no obd frusts were found on the twenty Chones found 
om the tract. although some of the Chanes were quite large 


Moore + lartapar (Delphine aretomanem) sa globally rare imenor Highlands ender 
plant inown from only five cowntes om Artansas The larkapur grows mm the shade of nich 
forests Fifty plants were found om two kacanons on the Mesx Lower Slane bores # (aif 

Crock. 


Campbell Hollow Tract 


General The (armpit! Hollow tract encompasses a flat ndgriap etuch falls away seeply 

rmo Camphell Hollow and Calf Creet The grotagx subetrae 1s sandstone eth extons ve 

rack owcrops and bluff hnes The topography « rugged evth a senes of five vertical bhufl 

hones separated by narrow benches coverng most of the tract Siapes range from 5% wo 25% 
The flat southeastern porhon of the tract was apparent!y cleared on the pest and supports s 

native grass pasture The remanneng portvons of the ( ammphel! Hollow tract are undesturtwed: 
There 1s no evidence of recent loggeng. or grazing «There are no roads oF travis om the tract 

There is evidence of fire wither the last 20 years 


Vegetation Five plant communes were found on the ( amptel! Hollow tract 


The Waaded Herbaceous Vegetation covers less than 1% of the tract Thee anen. serk ost 
sandstone glade Communi y accun as a senes of very smal! dex ontenucws awk raps 
throughout the tract) Vanous stunted oak apres Gormenane om hudeng (henkapen oak 
(Quercus: maniandsca) northern red oak (Qerru: rubra) post | and 
black oak (Querces veluting) Herbaceous cover |G0% except where prec huded by rmx t 
oMnCTOp. 


The Dry Slope Waedland covers &% of the tract) Thes common shorties! pene oak worndiand 
18 found along the edge of the rack y bhufl line The wegetanon 1 apen forest eth shorties! 
pene (Pinas echumata) ovenopgeng abundant post oak (Quen a: sieiiata) and northern red ost 
(Quercus rabra) 


Dry Woodland covers | 5% of the tact on the nearty fat southeastern porvon of the wact he 
dom nated by post oak (Queries: seliate) eth oc amonal shortieal pone (Pima ov henate | 


Chapter 3. 15 
BEST COPY AVAILABLE 47 


Artanse: and |owusane PATA Jats 206) 


The ste layer is @uck om areas and the herhaceous layer vanes from quit spare to 
madermety Genee Lachors and mosses art abundant 


The Acad Forest communety oncompasscs 44% of the Camphel! Hallow tract onchudeng men 
of the benches slong the west and northwest faceng slopes The overmory trees are tall (up to 
80) and apecers Gvermty ms tngh Whar oak (Quercas athe) and northern red ask (Qerrces 
rubra) Gorrenane the Camnapy eth a nch mms of sugar maple (Acer saccherwm) venous 
bachane: whe ash (frases americana) secetgum (| sgendamber styra Plea) woman pur 
(Nyeae rytwance) and Chenbagen oak (Qerroe: marhionberga) The communty 1 commdersd 
rare om Artanaas and Owes example was pudged to te of Ingh qguabty due to the lat of 
wtrumons and emegrty of the apeces COmpontan and Com@mandy structure 


The Mes Lower Slane (Ravine) Forest covers the western 4% of the tract This 18 2 mona. 
Choaed Canapy forest communty Trees are tall (up to 80’) and the epeces Componrticm rs 
G@verse Northern red oak (Quercus: rubra) dormenames but ete oat (Gurr alba) etme 
ash (Frases americana) sweetgum (| sgesdambar stvra flea) and Chenbapen oak (Perrows 
murhionbergi) are also prevalent The medstory and shrub layers are also diverse Ths plarw 
community 1 commdered rare mm Artansas Thws example was judged to he of tngh quabrty. 


due to the lack of emtruscms and the emegrty of the apmcjes Composrtrcan and CoOmmen:ty 
stra ture 


Wiidiife Although thes tract was not apecefically surveyed for wridife aprces a total of 4! 
apecies were noted. rn budeng 27 berd apecees The mayonty (16) were neo tropical mmgratary 
terds Some of these are regonal epecees of Concern om ludeng worm eating wartier and 
Kentucky warbler 


Special Status Species Moore + lartepur | Deiphensem — globally rare 
Imencr Highlands ender plant known from only five counties mm Artansas The lartaper 
grows on the whade of moh forests More than 2 (OID plants were found on the lower shames and 
benches of the Camptet! Hollow tract 


Bear Creek Tract 


General The Bear Creet tract encompasses 2 porton of a fla ndgetap eth the mayorty of 
the tract fallong meeply away om a senes of bluffs and very secp shapes (up to 45%) to wether 
1/4 emule of Bear Creek The tract 5 teaected by an eghemera! creek Mowng west to cast 
There has heen some pasture converwon on the ndgriop and some loggrng on the lower shapes 
of the southeast porton of the tract wrthen the last SO years However the mayonty of the tract 
8 undreturted and plant communtiies are largely emtact There ms eve cx of fires wethen the 
last 20 years 


Vegetation There ares: 1 plant Communrtses on thes Complies tract 
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The Dry Woodland communty covers 11% of the tract slong m wemern edge bt oe 2 Gry. 
open relat vety short (up to W) wccdland strong!) Gormenatied > pow amb (Qerroas sietlasa) 
and northers red ask rebre) Lachom and mosses are swan 


The Wanted Hertaceous Vegetaman covers less than 1% of the tract The anen serk oab- 
sandmone glade Cammutety accu om a sone: of very emall Gracumtenucus cycroge wether the 
post oak wacdland Trees are wall (up to ©) and the herhacecus layer os dormenaiod hy 
graeners iews than 2 fegh croepe ehere pee huded th) heawider and ci posed sandstone 


The Dry.mesx Slane Woodland covers 19% of the tract mad way on the south faceng aapect, 
Thws 8a Gry emeex modu tall (to 70) chomed Cancpy wacdland strongly dormenated by 
whe ost (Qerroes athe) and northern red cosh (ern eth vanable amounts of 
scurpum (Nyssa refeatee) southern red cab (err ws fal ate) dommenam on shale €1 posure. 
and black ask (Quercus veletone) 


The Acad Forest covers 6% of the tract. premanty on the north faceng slope The stand rs 
dowmenatied hy a Closed <ancpy mired hardeccd forest Trees are tall (up to BO’) and the 
overmiory 1 @verse Dormnant apecees are whete oat (Quercus: alha) and northern red oak 
(Quercas rubra) High quabty examples of thes plant community are commdered rare 1m 
Artansas and the Bear (reet tract Acid Forest 1s commdered hgh qualt, because rt shows 


betthe Change fromm breton a! epeces Composeticn and vertually mo ontrusecms 


The Mesx Lower Slope (Ravine) Forest covers 17% of the tract om the northern half of the 
tract The trees are tall (up to 80°) and apecees compoemon ms diverse The canopy is 
dowmnaed by northern red oak (Qerrioms sweoetgum (| sgusdambar styra flea) 
whee oak (Qerrces alba) Chenbapen oak (Qerron: marhlonherpu) and Amen can etm (1 lms 
amerwana) are also presem Ferns are common High quality examples of this plant 
community are commdered rare on Artansas and the Bear ( reet trat Mesx Lower Stone 
(Ravine) Forest 1s commdered tagh quabrty tec ause ot shows bette Change from tstancal 


BOCES COMPOSE and virtually me omiruseme 


The Mesic Lower Slope Forest covers 17% of the Bear Creek tract. bt is located on the lower 
more gentle shapes at the eastern edge of the tract and follows the ephemeral (reek Gramnag 
The canapy is diverse eth sugar maple (Acer saccharwm) betternut hickory (C arya 
cordforms) whwte ash (/ rasa: amern ana) magma (Magnolia a wmmata) om the ravine. 
black walnut Jagians migra) basswood (Tse amr ana) and Amen an eben (( lemes 
amerwana) eo presen There 1s a wide vanety of shrubs and forts also found om thes tract 


High quality examples of thes plant Comment y are commdered rare in Artansas and the Bear 
Creet tract Mes Lower Slope Forest 1 comedered tegh quality tec aunt rt shows betthe 


Change from bret al apecees Commpemetscen aimed vertu! y me cmtrumecmme 


Wiidilfe Although this tract was net apecefically surveyed for w idle apmcees a tonal of 41 
apeces were nemed om hudeng 28 berd apcees A grand murnter of the herds observed were 


neo «opal megrmory terds Some of these are regeomal apmecees of Concern om budeng worm 
eateng warbler and Kereuty wartier Bia t hear gn was ale obeerved om thes tract 
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Special Status Species Suitable habitat existed on the Bear Crock tract for six special status, 
however none were recorded. 


Middle Fork Tract 


General The Middle Fork tract is on a moderately cast /northeast facing slope above an 
intermittent branch of the Middle Fork of the Little Red River. The tract is bisected by two 
ephemeral drainages. Sandstone rock outcrops occur along all of the drainages and in scattered 
areas throughout the tract. The topography is moderate with 10% slopes, except in the northeast 
corner where the land drops very steeply to Middie Fork Creek. There are no roads and no 
evidence of fire on the tract. There is nu evidence of recent logging, however the tract appears to 
have been cutover in the past, and the trees are small and 30-4! years old. 


Vegetation There are four plant communities on the Middle Fork tract. 


Mesic-dry Slope Woodland covers 70% of the Middle Fork tract. It is a dry-mesic closed canopy 
woodland occurring on the cast facing slopes above the drainages. White oak (Quercus alba) and 
northern red oak (Quercus rubra) dominate the community with variable amounts of hickory 
(Carya sp.) and sourgum (Nyssa sylvatica) and black oak (Quercus velutina). The understory is 
sparse under mature woodland. Herbaceous cover is variable 0% - 25% depending on canopy 
closure. The community is of low quality with trees 30-40 years old, averaging 15" diameter and 
40 tall. 


The Wooded Herbaceous Vegetation covers less than « H « f the tract. This is an open, xeric oak - 
sandstone glade community which occurs as one large and several small discontinous outcrops 
throughout the tract. A few oaks (post oaks) grow above the herbaceous layer dominated by 
grasses less than 2’ high. Juneberries (Amelanchier sp.) and wild blueberries ( Vaccinium sp.) 
make up the shrub layer. This area has been recently grazed and is considered to be of low quality 
for native plants. 


The Acid Forest covers 29% of the tract, primarily on the lower slopes and smaller drainages. The 
trees are moderately tall (up to 70’), the overstory is diverse and the canopy is closed. Northern red 
oak (Quercus rubra) and white oak (Quercus alba) are dominam. This community is of medium 

quality. Trees are 50-40 years old, average 15" in diameter and 50’ tall. The herbaceous layer is 

very sparse. 


Tie Mesic Lower Slope (Ravine) Forest covers 8% of the tract. This closed canopy forest occurs 
a'ong the bottoms and lower slopes of the large ephemeral creek. Trees average 40 years old, 60 
tall, 20 diameter, and species composition is diverse. The canopy is dominated by northern red oak 
(Quercus rubra), other species include sweetgum (Liguidambar styraciflua), white oak (Quercus 
alba). chinkapin oak (Quercus muchlenbergii), and American elm (Ulmus americana). Ferns are 
common. This community was considered to be of medium quality. 
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Wildlife Although this tract was not specifically surveyed for wildlife species, a total of 36 species 
were noted, including 23 bird species. A good number of the birds observed were neo-tropical 
migratory birds. Some of these are regional species of concern, including worm-cating warbler and 


Special Status Species No special status plants or animals were observed at the Middle Fork 
tract. 


Drasco Tract 


General This small tract is just north of State Road 92. The topography is hilly with 12% slopes. 
The tract is completely wooded with evidence of some recent tree cutting. An old road runs 
through the tract which is fenced on the south and west sides. The tract is grazed. A low intensity 
fire swept through this area in the late 1980's. The tract is surrounded by converted pasture and 
similar lower quality woodlands. 


Vegetation Onc plant community was recorded on this tract, and it is of low quality. The Dry- 
mesic Slope Woodland has older trees, including sourgum (Nyssa sylvatica) averaging 50 tall, 
12"-15" diameter, and 35-45 years old. The shortleaf pine (Pinus echinata) are younger and 

there is evidence of logging in the past. Other species include various oaks, hickories and white ash 
(Fraxinus americana). 


Wildlife No wildlife species were specifically noted on the Drasco tract. 


Special Status Species No special status plants or animals were observed at the Drasco tract. 
The longnose darter is found in the Little Red River system of which the unnamed ephemeral 
creek is a tributary, but no appropriate habitat existed on the Drasco tract. 


Locust Mountain Tract 


General The Locust Mountain tract topography is very steep with sheer bluff lines over 25% of 
the tract and steep slopes (25% slope) over the remainder of the tract. There is a deep entrenched 
stream in the northwest corner of the tract. There is no evidence of recent timber harvest and no 

roads. A minor amount of cattle grazing has occurred around the southeast corner where the fence 
is down. Fire scars are found on most of the larger trees on the cast side of the tract. 


Vegetation Four plant communities were delineated on the tract. The plant communities on the 
Locust Mountain traci are relatively widespread in the Boston Mountains, but rarely are they of as 
high quality. Portions of the tract are in near natural condition with most ecosystem processes intact. 


The Dry Woodland community covers 21% of the Locust Mountain tract. It is a dry, open 

relatively short (up to 25") woodland strongly dominated by post oak (Quercus stellata). This 
community occurs on dry ndge lines and areas of shallow soils surrounding sandstone glades 
Lichens and mosses are abundant. This is a rare high quality example of this plant community. 


N 
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The Sandstone Glade plant community covers 3% of the tract. This open, xeric oak - sandstone 
glade community occurs in a senes of small, linear strips and discontinuous outcrops throughout the 
tract. Stunted oaks (up to 207 tall) grow above a herbaceous layer dominated by grasses less than | 
meter high. Tree canopy species include blackjack oak (Quercus marilandica), post oak 

(Quercus stellata), and black oak (Quercus velutina). Herbaceous cover is 100%, except where 
exposed sandstone occurs. 


Dry-mesic Slope Woodland occurs on 53% of the tract. This relatively open to closed woodland 
occurs on the north facing slope above a ravine. White oak (Quercus alba) and northern red oak 
(Quercus rubra) share dominance with variable amounts of black oak (Quercus velutina) and 


Mesic Ravine Forest covers 13% of the tract. This is a mesic, closed canopy forest community in 
the bottoms and lower slopes of the steep sided ravine. The trees are tall (up to 80°) and the 
species composition is diverse. The creck is intermittent and the bluff lines are seepy after rain 
events. The canopy is dominated by northern red oak (Quercus rubra) with white oak (Quercus 
alba), American elm (U/mus americana) and sweetgum (Liquidambar styraciflua) also common. 
Numerous fern species were recorded. This community was rated as high quality. 


Wildlife Although this tract was not specifically surveyed for wildlife species. a total of 37 species 
were noted, including 22 bird species. A good number of the birds observed were neo-tropical 
migratory birds. Some of these are regional species of concern. including Louisiana waterthruch. 
worm-cating warbler and Kentucky warbler. Red bat (Lasiurus borealis) was observed on the 
tract. 


Special Status Species Suitable to marginal habitat existed on the Locust Mountain tract for four 
special status plant species, however none were recorded. 


West Fork Tract 


General This small tract is located on a moderately steep (20%) south-facing slope south of the 
Gulf Mountain Wildlife Management Area managed by Arkansas Game and Fish Commission. It is 
surrounded by private land. Commercially owned timber land was recently clear-cut to the west. 
The tract ts completely wooded with no evidence of recent logging. grazing or roads, although a 
fireline has been constructed around the commercial clear-cut to the west. The oldest post oaks 
have five scars. 


Vegetation The entire tract is covered by Dry slope Woodland. This plant community is 
dominated by shortleaf pine (Pinus echinata) with abundant post oak (Quercus stellata) The 
understory is very open with herbaceous cover varying from 25% to 50% depending on canopy 
closure. This medium quality example of a community is wide-spread in the Ozarks. 
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Wildlife No specific wildlife were noted on the West Fork tract. There are no habitat features that 
would indicate unique or particularly productive wildlife habitat. 


Special Status Species No special status species were recorded on the West Fork Tract. 
Redlands Mountain Tract 


General The Redlands Mountain tract encompasses a stecp south-facing slope and ndgeline that 
flattens out somewhat at the northeast corner. The topography is steep with 40% slope on half the 
tract, and 20% or less on the lower slopes and ridgetop. Small rocky drainages form along the 
lower slope and a slightly larger ephemeral drainage runs west from the ndgcline. There is no 
evidence of recent logging. An ATV trail runs along the crest of the ridgeline. Fire scars were found 
on most larger trees, but there is on evidence of recent fires. Die-back of woody plants and trees in 
the glades was evident, probably duc to drought conditions. 


Vegetation Four plant communities were delineated on this tract. 


The Novaculite Ridgetop Woodland covers 12% of the tract along the main ridge. It is an open. 
short (up to 25") woodland by northern red oak (Quercus rubra) and black hickory (Carve 

texana). \t is associated with novaculite outcrops. This plant community is endemic to the Ouachita 
Mountains Ecoregion. Although similar habitat exists on the Ouachita National Forest to the north. 


The Novaculite Glade Wooded Herbaceous Vegetation covers 40% of the tract primarily in the 
southern half. It is an open, xeric forest of dwarfed blackjack oak (Quercus marilandica var 
ashei) and winged elm (Ulmnus alata) growing 6' to 17 high. Herbaceous cover is 100% except 
were bare rock is exposed and lichens cover 40% - 70% of exposed rock surfaces. This plant 
community is endemic to the Ouachita Mountains Ecoregion. Although similar habitat exists on the 
Ouachita National Forest to the north. high quality examples like the Redland Mountain tract are 
considered rare. 


The Dry South-slope Woodland plant community covers 41% of the tract. It is a dry open 
woodland growing to 60' occurring on the upper and lower south-facing slopes. The dormant 
canopy tree is shortleaf pine (Pinus echinata) with variable diversity and density of oaks, including 
black oak (Quercus velutina) and blackjack oak (Quercus marilandica). This plant community is 
medium quality 


The Dry-mesic Slope Woodland community covers 7% of the tract on a north-facing slope above a 


drainage. Trees grow to an average of 50’, including white oak (Quercus alba) and northern red 
oak (Quercus rubra) with variable amounts of shortleaf pine (Pinus echinata). In some areas, 
large shortleaf pine form the overstory. The largest pines were 30” in diameter and were aged at 
over 87 years old. The largest white oak was over 100 years and the largest northern red oak was 
aged at over 54. 
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Wildlife Although this tract was not specifically surveyed for wildlife species, a total of 48 
spocics were noted, including 31 bird species. Twenty of the bird species observed were 
migratory song birds. 

Special Status Species The Rufous-crowned sparrow (Aimophila ruficips) is listed as rare by 
the Arkansas Natural Hentage Commission. It was not found dunng the pre-breeding season 
site visit, but appropriate habitat occurs on the tract, and this species has been found on the 
tract dunng the non-breeding season. 


The Ouachita hedyous (Hedyotis owachitatana) 1s a Quachita Mountains endermic plant listed 
as rare by the Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission. Over 50 individuals were found 
scattered in open woodland along the ndge-top and south slope. This species is widespread in 
dry woodlands and glades throughout the southern and western Ouachita Mountains. 


Louisiana 
Air Quality and Climate 


In general the climate in Louisiana 1s subtropical. Summers are warm to hot and the winter 
months are cool and interspersed with balmy, warmer days. Daytime humidity in the summer 
averages 60%. Annual precipitation is between 50 to $5 inches per year and occurs primarily 
im the summer months as thunderstorms. Penods of long steady rain may occur during the 
winter and spring months; however, they are infrequent. Snowfall in Louisiana would occur 
primarily in the northern part of the state with accumulations being one inch or less. 


The tracts in Louisiana are in a rural setting, with production of agncultural crops and/or 
forest products being the largest industnes in the panshes. For this reason there are no mayor 
sources of air pollutants in the area of the tracts, and they are not to be located in a 
nonattainment area for the six cntena air pollutants designated by the Environmental 
Protection Agency: sulphur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide, carbon monoxide, ozone, hydrocarbons, 
and particulates: 


Cultural Resources 


The four public domain tracts in Louisiana have not been surveyed for histonc properties or 
for cultural resources. These tracts have a potential for sites of human occupation. Some of 
these sites may have significant values and be eligible for listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places. 


Evidence of human occupation in Louisiana has been dated from the paleolithic penod These 
sites are few but are very important. Recent research has revealed that some of the great 
engineenng efforts of mounds and earthworks probably began dunng the Archaic Penod, 
much earher than previously suspected Histonc Native Amencan occupation sites reveal 
information from one of the most tumultuous times in all of North Amencan history The 
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potential cxssts for hustonc properties or other cultural resources to be on one or more of these 
tracts. 


Two of the tracts are productive for flued muncrals and are conmdered to have gh potential 

for addsponal development. While the potential cxssts, the current holder of nghts has shown 
no mclinabon to develop any of the deeper potential ht 1s reasonable to expect thes to be the 

situation for the foreseeable future. 


The other two tracts have a high potential for development. While the potential cxssts, ot 1s for 
deeper formations than have been explored for so far No mitcrest has bec 2 shown mm 


developing any of the deeper potential ht 1s reasonable to expect this to be the situation for 
the foreseeable future Additional information can be found in Appendia Bo 


Recreation and Visual Resources 


Recreation The tracts in Lousiana would be classed as berg im a “rural” environment 
(Appendix C). The activity most likely to occur on these tracts would be dispersed recreation 
such as hunting. Fishing may occur on the Black Lake tract in Black Lake since it is mostly 
mundated by Black Lake Reservow The broad setting. includeng the privately uwned land 
adjacent to the tracts, would be that resource modification and ublizaton practices are 
obvious and the sights and sounds of human development are apparent These modifications 
and utlizavon pracices would be less apparent on the Duck Lake tract since it 1s a wetland 
areca. However, on! and gas development has accurred in the vicinity of the tract and i 1s 
included in a on! and gas unit agreement There are no developed recreational sites or trasis on 
any of the tracts in Lousiana. 


The Big Sahne Bayou tract has an all weather road that crosses the northwest corner of the 
tract and provides access to the Big Saline State Wildlife Management Area which 1s north of 
the tract’ There 1s also a road that runs in an east west derection im the northern third of the 
tract and a road that runs in a north-south dorection on the west boundary to the tract These 
roads were built in conyuncthon with mineral development on the tract 


Visual Resources The topography of the tracts and in the regon of the tracts in Lownsana 1s 
generally level Individuals vissting the tracts wouldn | be able to see more than a few 
hundred feet in a given direction because of the vegetation Sight distance may be greater on 
the Duck Lake tract because the vegetation consists of marsh grass and widely spaced trees. 
The visual resource on the Racky Bayou, Black Lake and Big Saline Bayou tracts would 
consist of second growth upland forest (Racky Bayou) to botiomland hardwood forest (Black 
Lake and Big Saline Bayou) Though water 1s visible from the Black Lake tract it is forested 
and not open water Modifications to the visual resource such as the Construction of roads. 
resdences or muneral development would be apparent to individuals vissteng the tracts. The 
visual resource on the Duck Lake tract would consist of marsh grass, scattered wetland 
adapted trees and open water (Duck Lake) There have been madifications to the visual 
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resource im the vicemety of the tract as a result of muneral development. They. madficavons 
mctude construcbon of papehnes and canals for dniling and mantasmeng producvon fachves 
The visual resources found on the tract stsclf have not been madhfied to the best of our 
knowledge Addstonal informaton on the classificatan of visual resources 15 found m 


Append C 
Souls 


Specific soxls on the tracts are shown mm Table 3-4 A deacnpmon of these sors 1s on Appondis 
D. 
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Water Quality, Surface and Ground 


The promary elements tested for by the LU S Geological Survey when downg water quality 
sarmpling are Total Dissolved Solds. Hardness (calcrum carhonate), Netrate as netrogen. 
Ohlonde and Iron The maarmurm permisssble Conmtarmnant level of these elements for human 
comsumpoon are SOD mullgrams/iter (mg/l) for Total Dissolved Sold (no measure 
avaiable for hardness). 10 mg/l for Nerate, 250 mg/l for Chionde and 300 mg/l for bron 
(Natvonal Water Surmmary | 986) 


The tract n Desoto Parish 1s underiaen by the Carnzo- Wricos Aquifers, the tract mm 
Natchrtaches Parish 1s underiamn by the Alluvial Aquifers. the tract in Rapedes Parish 1s 
underiann by the Plerstacene Miacene Aquifers. the tract rn St. Marten Pansh 1s not underlann 
by a prncepal agurfer (Natonal Water Summary 1966) Fresh water in the Carnzo Wilko 
Aquifers typically comamns a soft, sadeurm tucarhonate type water The grownde ater in the 
Alluvial Aquifers 1s leemted to industrial and agncoultural use hex ause of €1Cens ve 
concentranons of dissolved solds hardness pron or bacahzed sabymety Water on the 
Phacene Miacene Aquifers 1s generally not surtable for publ supply hec awse of high 
concentrations of fluande and color There are no areas om the southern portion of Si Marten 
Pansh where freshwater accurs at amy depth (National Waser Summary | 986) 


Acoordeng to US Geological Survey, the Bog Salone Bayou tract 1s om an area with potential 
for Comarmenaton resulteng from human activity None of the other tracts was identified as 


having ather than naturally accurnng Comamenants (Nanonal Wamer Summary | 986) 


Artensas and | owtssane P47 4 Jats 200) 


No water quality sampics were taken of water om the umicrmeticn! stream an the Rocky Beyou tract 
on the wetland arcas peesemt on the other tracts in lLowrnmana However because of the rural acting 
am whnch the tracts are located lack of developmen - esther mduanal or agnoultural on or mm chow 
Prowsmety to the tracts. the posmbebety of comtamenabon of surface water from human activity would 
be how 


WV etiand Rapanan Jeers 


in Desoto Parish. the head of Rocky Bayou 1 located put south of the Racky Bayou tract and flows 
manortherty derectsan through the tract in tas area Rocky Bayou rs commdered to be an 
wmermimenm stream ‘o wetland of mpanan arcas were observed of asscxisted wrth thes smermeticn 
wream channe! 


The Bag Sabine Bayou Tract im Ramdes Parish 1 flaaded for approwsmatety three to four months of 
the year by Bog Saline Bayou The Bayou rum along the north and cast houndanes of the tract 
Both bydrx souls and vegetation are present therefore the tract wowhd «classed as a forested wetland 


in Natchntioches Parish the Black Lake tract 1s mostly mundated bh) Black Lake reservorr With the 
exception of a small part of the tract lacated on the east wide of the northern most parcel and the 
north boundary of the south parcel the tract would he classed as a Pabustrine | oremed Wetland 


In St. Martin Parish, two types of wetland areas may be found on the Duck Lake Tract Where 
trees are prem i would he classed as Pabustrine | orewted Wetland Where trees are absent or 
sparse tt would be classed as a Pabustrine | mergert Wetland area frequent!) or permanently 
floaded 
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Although all fow Lownmana tracts are wrthen the bemoan range of the | ourmama black hear the 
tughest potential would be on the Bag Saline Bayou tract in Ragedes Pansh Rocem tramiacatom of 
females wrth cuts om the Red River W idhfe Managemen Arca im ( oncordia Parwsh may help 
ematind a breeding papulaban on the arca of Lowmmana Habwiat \ abucs on the Bag Saline Bayou 
tract are good. although tempered by the on! and gas developement and relatively hagh vistor use 


Wildlife and \ egrtaton 


The fotioweng tract descripmons are based on surveys completed by Dr Charlies M Allen woth 
aswrtance from Sara Thames during the spring of D0) 


Rocky Bayes Tract 


General The Rocky Bayou tract ts busected north south by the upper reaches of Rocky Bayou. a 
small. deeply mcised perenmal creek Terran vanes from a flat bench along the eastern edge of the 
tract to 20%~* shapes um the drasnage The tract 1s bordered on the cast by a marmtamned dent road 
Surrounding land use 1 predomenately tember production Tracts to the south and west were clear 
cut about |S years ago. and there has heen sore tember cutteng on the pubic tract. omc budeng clear 
Cutting along the eastern edge and selective Cutting on the intenon slopes wvchem the last 10 to 14 
years There are gravel pts to the cast of the tract 


Vegetation sad Wildlife A total of 185 species of plants were recorded on the Rocky Bayou 
tract Thies high diversity and the relatively mmact structure of the tract adds to the regional value of 
the vegetation community The bulk of the Destoto Parish tract (estemated at 80s) 1s mature 
Hardwaad Slope Forest Although there has heen some selective cutting the apecies diversity and 
structure are relatively omtact) This Hardwood Slope forest 1s dormnated by mature Ameri an 
Reech (/ agws grandifelia) White ash (/ ran ims amerwoana) and Amerwan holly (fier open a) 
were also common The older trees on the ete were estemated at | 50 to 200 years of age Crrven 
the age of the trees. the canopy was relatively omen (S50 60%) probably due to selective logging 
Where the canopy has opened the midstary 1s well developed with flowenng dogwood (( orm: 
florida) hephorieam (Ovirve virgrmana) blue beech (( arpime: carolimana) and horvesugar 
(SyeyWeces tmctoria) A populanon of pawpaw ) occurs on the vast mde of Racky 
(reet near the southern howndary and a chump of fragrant sumac (Rhw aromarica) grows on top 
of the mage east of Racky Bayou als» near the southern boundary Porson ivy 1 prevalent 
thromgherst the tract 


Approummatety | 5% of the tract on the flat bench on the eastern edge of the tract 1s m young 8! )- 
year-old lotielly pene The penes are closely apaced and undergowng some vel! thenmeng 


Two amall patches of 25 SO year-old mired loblolly hardwood forest occur at the northwestern 
and southwestern corer of the trat Dormenanmt hardwood aepecies in these areas are southern red 


oak (Quercus falcata) and water oak (Quercus migra) 
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Thess tract os likely to support deer, turkey, aquerrel, grey fos and bobo The tract os also 
bekety to te partacwlarty + abustie for nesteng scmgterds Geageie the surroundeng Guturhances 


Special Status Species Teo plant apooes were sdentefied on the northeast 
corner of the Racty Bayou tract. upland foresmera (/ orramere lepustrina) am acCamonally 
thorny small wee or shrub and (vedere perfedsata an herbaceous peremmal The foresters 
popwlanan onchuded shout 10 clumps wethen 2 40 SO fas areca The plants were 
approssmately 8 1) foet tall and appeared healthy although there was no evidence of flower 
or fren The (vedere chump comamned shout 20 term etach may have heen genermod from 
a wngie rurome The foresters 1s leeted as S2 by the Lowmmans Natural Heriage Comenesce 
OND = Dengeersied of Lomemane te mame of carey (6 te 20 bmmwe enters pegmsiatemme | oe te mee of some lack 
mating © very vvineratie we expe and (vedene perfedsata som the wate 6 Want Law (WS) 


Black Lake Tract 


General The two sechoms of the Black Lake tract are on the northwesern shore of Black 
Lake Rehef 1 very low with all but the very northwestern tp of the western tract herng 
withen 10 feet elevation of the lake surface Lower portions of the tracts are seasonally 
mnundated by the lake The western portion of the tract comtasms a small pond The 
surrounding area is ublized by pnvate hunteng cluts There was no evidence of recent logging 
on the tract. 


Vegetation and Wildlife five vegetation Communes were identified on the tract Swamp 
Privet. Water Bim Forest, Willow Oak Overcup Oat Forest, Bottiomland Hardwaaod Forest. 
Bald ypress Forest and Labiolly Pyne Hardwoad borest 


The Swamp Prvet Water Bim Forest accumes a band of wetter area of Yortiown clays mm 
the western tract: Most of thes area 1s subyect to frequent floadeng This 1s a large shrutysmall 
tree Community with dense clumps of searmp privet with a atiered water elms and ccc assomal 
water lacust and baldcypress The coverage can be nearly 100 percent with the swamp pr vet 
Churnps. with overall coverage heeng 70 80° = There 1s bettie oF no mudstory or understory 
Agong these smal! trees is difficult but the stand «as estimated to he |(IDe years old 


The Willow Oak Overcup Oak Forest accugnes most of the eastern tract (80%) and 
approwimately 40°% of the western tract: Much of thrs area 1s bbkely to he mundated 
pornadcally Thes community is relatively apen eth 0 60% canapy coverage Dornan 
trees on bude willow oak (Querces phefies) overcup oak (Querrcas /yrata) as well as = ater 
beckory (Carve agquatioa) «mer oak (Quercus migra) sweet gum (lagendamber styra flea) 
and green ash (/ raximas pemnrvivanna) Larger trees were estemated he 100 | SO years 
old. and ranged up to GO feet tall and upto WO 17" dhameter (Gib) with shout WO epaceng 
The pred and undersio;ry on this mature Communrty is sparse (20% coverage) wrth « anered 
green hawthorne (( raterge: ep) decrducms holly (fle: devedma) lead plant (Amorphe 
canescens) wmall enowhell (Sryra: americana) and car sedges 
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The Boticmiand Hardwoad Fares 1s restncind to the extreme northwest comer of the western 
tact Domenant toes inchude hackberry (Celtis sp ) and slippery chem (Jee retre) Trocs were 
approactung 100 years of age There a dome midmory‘undermary (70 -80%) wtach 
peedcenmatchy whvertedl (Hales dygmera) 


The Lotdodhy Pune Hardwoods Forest accurs slang the most upland pornans of both tracts Trees 
were estumatied to be 7S -100 years old woth 70 - 80% camapy coverage The hardwoad 
components are samular to those found om the Willow Oak Overcup Oak community 


Raldcypress accurs slong the edge of Black Lake and « scattered on other wetter snes of the tract 


Wihdlife The wetland pot: ms of the tract provide womtermng habwtat for dabbling ducts and 
foraging breeding habriat for wood ducks and wads. g berds Mary migratory songterds. ux budsng 
prothonetary wartder, Acadian flycatcher. red-cyed vireo, hoaded warbler and Kentucky wartier 
nest im thene mature wetland forests 


Special Status Species “So epecial status plants were recorded on the tract. although this was 
expected as most of the special status plants apecies on Natchrtoches Parish are typacally found west 
of the Red River No special status wildlife apecies are expected. although Amencan alligator 
undovtmedly occur on the ste The apecees 1s currently hermg monnored by the |S Fish and 
Wiidhfe Service 


Rig Saline Bayou Tract 


General Thus tract 1s bordered on the east and north by the Dewey State Wildlife Managemen 
Area and Bog Saline Bayou The tract, lke much of thes area of Rapides Parish, has heen developed 
for ovl gas production The tract currently has three federal wells im production Wells have heen 
placed on rained mounds to avord herng emundated during the winter and smal! ponds have heen 
created on the harrow pets A production facshty supporteng the federal wells 1s located pust off the 
southwest comer of the tract Service roads along the northern and western houndary provide 
acess to the well srtes and to a smal) private imboldsng to the east along Big Saline Bayou 

( ommderable dumping has taken place at the tract: The major dumps were removed mm 1999 but 
rom” Gumpeng continues and mameonance will he required The tract 1s run. od seasonally 


Vegetation and Wildlife Three primary vegetation communes occur om this tract Swarnp 
Privet-Water Elm. Water Hickory. Nuttall Oak and Baldcypress The Swamp Privet- Water Fim is 
promarity located on the western edge of the tract where « forms a dense thicket with BO 90% 


coverage This Community ocours mm patches throughout the tract mn the wetter areas The age of the 
swamp privet and water etm is difficult to estemate but these trees could be | (0 years or older 


There is me mmdstory and the understory 1s primarily grasses and sedges 


The Water Hickory Nuttall Oak communcty 1s scatiored throughow! the dmer portions of the tract. 
with the heaviest comcemtrations heung towards the southeast The water hickory appear to be | (0). 
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1 SO years old woth the nuttal! oaks ranging from Sto 100 years © hen thes vegetabon Communety 
the Camagy os 70 80% The mdmor ms anarec etule the undermary camsets of wal! chum of 
hetthe smow hal! (rer amerx ame) as eel! a vancus grasecs and sedges 


Haldcypress i bemented to the edges of the Bag Saline Bayou and large ponds an the wemern odge 
The trees are cstemated to be | SO - 200 years old Coverage m arcas wath haldcypress os 6 - 
70%. The undermary os prumarhy flosteng plants inchuding allgamor wooed ( 4/iernamhera 
Philenerondes\ an wrvave cxoth amd flosting prmroseerihorwe (1 ade pes peplondes) an um ave 
native 


The manmade ponds scattered throughost the tract comasm flaateng mats of alligator wood 
(dhernanthera philenerosdes) and foatong prmrose willow (1 sede ype peplendes) Disturbed 
areas comamm Clover vetch giant ragweed peppergrass and other grasecs in addon to alligator 
weed Chenese tallow schiierwm) Japanese climbeng fern (/ ppodim papomn wm) and 
Chunaberry (Melia azedarach). all mrvasrve cxotx plants. are present on the tract 


Wildlife This tract provides wimerng hatwiat for dabbling ducks and foraging breeding habutat for 
word ducks and wading birds Many migratory songbirds. including prothonotary warbler Acadian 
fycancher. red- eved vireo. hooded warbler and Kentucky warbler nevi in these wetland forests 


Special Status Species “so apecial status plants were recorded on the tract. although Melanthera 
mivea_ a plant listed as S2 by the | ourmana Natural Hertiage Program was located wrthen a few feet 
of the southwestern corner of the tract: No special status wildlife species are expected although 


American alligator undouttedly occur on the tract 
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Chapter 4 
Environmental Consequences 


Ths Chagner Gracies the ore eranmomal Comangannors of ompats of ompinmenrtieng Cah cf 
the sherman ees for analyse purpoers Che cra) ata vers geen! pCa of Che 
Prapoeed Gorman and managemere atm peeaemod on (hance ehalyees cb alee 
hase cm reancmnatyy forraneatie ate ehh are prope took. Ue from ephemnmtong 
cat of the shernatives The analyers facuses cm the er errcommetie omg ts to PeacwrOrs 


what were prescmed on ( hagmer ' 


Ths amatyees sdiewtrfees Gerect onderect and Curmelati we crmpats Meth adwerse and hemet a val 
burther revere of ene anmcefx preqpemals om tadeng Comphance woth the NEPA and other 
Sano regulatory reuerements will he reguerrdl 


Ths Gracumascen os preneriod try eae and rs deeded ofc mec tems Chat dem rte che 
Cherronmemal Comaaquences from complementing cat alernative Met gateng measures 
demgned to evend oF reduce adveree Er erommenial compacts were om orpermed mmc the 
ahernat: ves and are therefore partcf the analyers or the perpeme of amalyers | short term 
eormpacts deacrihed om thes dacurnerm are Chose that wcmsld last five years or lees hang term 
emp ts wend last more than five years The anal vers preacmiod on thes Magner hased om 
ev alate ontormatiom and cm the prodewsccmal pudgrmnen cf remem e apm calrats Preparing 
hes dex uenene 


Arkansas 


The fotloweng environmental elements (ace Tate \ |) have heen anal yred and are met 
presen and/or evil new be aflected ty selection by any of the ahernatiwes Areas of rit a 
bev rommemal Concer (Coastal Zome Managemerm Farm lands (prme or umque) Ploed 
Plans Emveronmertal duerwe Waste Hazardens of Sold Wriderness Wetland Riparian 
Zemes and Wild and Soom Rivers 


Impacts From Implementing Alternative | 
Reasonably boresecable Actions 


Arte opened wae cd he tracts @cmeed he hrmwtiod reatecm con hae Pek eng and 
seamcwnal hemtemg The tracts eomele te pe aelate for cater uetormanen wars These may 

om bade permis for acess meneral develanenern cn temtwer harvest Ary develapenen on use 
propemals Ne Comendered cm a came Pry «ame Pramerk Pmegenert mlkbet oc ma 
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Impacts to Resources 


Air Quality and Climate; Use of the tracts under custodial management is expected to be 
very limited. Any use of motonzed equipment would release hydrocarbon emissions. 
Impacts to air quality could a!so include generation of fugitive dust from ground disturbance. 
From the low levels of anticipated use, these impacts would be expected to be minimal. 


Cultural Reseurces; impacts to historic properties or other cultural sites are not expected 
with only occasional use of the tracts for hiking and seasonal hunting. For any developme x 
or use proposals, additional consideration of possible impacts to histonc properties or 
cultural sites would occur before approval of any proposal. 


Minerals; The mineral estate of all tracts has been open to oi! and gas leasing or mineral 
maternal sales. To date, industry has not shown interest in ol and gas development. 
Additionally, imterest has not been shown in development of surface deposits of rack and 
other matenals. Under this alternative, the mineral estate would remain open and industry 
could express nterest in development of the mineral estate. However, actual development 1s 
not expected. 


Recreation and Visual Resources; |i 1s expected that there would be no new impacts to the 
recreational use. Current uses of the tracts for dispersed recreation, such as hunting and 
hiking, would cont.nue at the current level. An estimate of the Visitor Use Days currently 
occurring om the tracts was not made because 1 would have been purely speculative since 
monitonng of recreational use of the tracts has not been done. However, as previously 
noted, recreational use of the tracts in Arkansas is limited since the tracts can only be 
accessed by crossing private property Therefore, it 1s assumed recreational use is limited to 
fnends and/or relatives of the adjacent land owners. 


ü— — — — — 


No direct, indirect or Cumulative impacts to the visual resuurce associated with the tracts om 
Arkansas are anticipated under Alternative | 


Sells; No substantial direct, indirect or cumulative umpacts are expected to accur to the 
soils on the Arkansas tracts. All the tracts are forested and no erosion from either wind or 
water was observed dunng the on-site mapection 


A Temporary Use Permit (TUP) was issued for use of an existing road on the Calf Creek 
tract in 1997. A condition of approval required the permittee to construct weter dips to 
mimimze erosson of the road surface When last imapected the water dips were functioning 
and no rilling or erosion of the road surface was observed. The TUP is po longer in effect 
and natural revegetation of the road bed 1s accurmng BLM plans additional rehatxlstation 
work on the road This will include seeding portions of the road to augment the natural 


revegetation 
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Water Quality, Surface and Ground; No substantial direct, inderect or cumulative 
impacts to water quality, surface or ground, would accur, if this alternative were selected. 


No water sampling was conducted on the tracts in Arkansas, however, there are currently no 
known impacts occurnng to water quality, surface or ground o any of the tracts. 


Federally and State Listed Species No impacts to Indiana bat or gray bat are capected 
Indiana bat roosting habstat, is not expected to accur on the tracts. 


MNuit and Vegetation; No mayor changes to the waldlife or vegetation composition are 
anticipated in the foreseeable future under this alternative on the Long Mountain Creek 
North and South, Fomer Branch, Pout Peter Mountain, Calf Creek, Campbell Hollow, Bear 
Creek, Maddie Fork, Locust Mountain, West Fork, and Redland Mountain tracts. In the 
absence of active habitat management. glade communities in particular would continue to 
degrade due to continuing imrusion by eastern red cedar and the caciusion of fire. 


On the Drasco tract, elirmnating unauthonzed use would permit the reestablishment of an 
understory on this tract, ultsmately umproving habitat for wildlife, such as deer and turkey. 


Impacts of Implementing Alternative 2 


This ts the Preferred Alternative for the Middle Fork, Drasco, and West Fork tracts 


Reasonably Foreseeable Actions 


The BLM would dispose of > trac.s Title to the land would transfer from the federal 
government to private individuals, orgamzations. or local governments Anticipated use 
after transfer would include limuted dispersed recreation, production of forest products. 
construction of home sites, hunting Camps or cabuns, and converwon of ndge tops to pasture 


Impacts to Resources 


Air Quality and Climate; se of the tracts after disposal would rnchude vanous 
construction activites that would enta:! use of mechanized equipment and « ause ground 


disturbance The use of motonzed equipment would release hydra arhon emiwons in 
addition, fugitive dust would be generated from areas of ground disturbance impacts would 
be lacalizc 4 and would not be much of an wmpact to regonal an quality 


Cultural Resources; Impacts to histone propertes or significant Cultural series are not 
expected Before any transfer of management responestsbves or ownersiup. ful! 
conssderaton of the effect of that action on histor properties or significant cultural ertes 
would take place at that ume A cultural resource survey, if needed. would accur at that 
tome 
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Minerals; Should disposal acuons be proposed, a mineral report would be prepared that 

would identify mineral resources. All tracts have low probability for development of oil and gas 
Sale of miner2] materials has not occurred, in part, duc to the remote location of the tracts and 
the occurrence of the same material over a broad arca. If the mincral report verifies the lack of 
valuable mineral resources, the mineral estate could be disposed without umpacting the public ‘5 
imterest for mineral development 


Recreation and Visual Resources: !f the tracts are transferred from federal to private 
ownershiP there would be no substant®! direct. indirecf@ cumulative impacts to the recreatponal 


resources and use of the tracts in Arkansas 


There could be direct impacts to the visual resource if forest products are removed from the tracts 
by the new owner This impact would consist of the removal of vegetation from the tracts 
changing the visual resource from a forested landscape to a more open landscape The degree to 
whuch the visual resource ‘vould be altered cannot be estemated since the harvest method to be 
used, such as selective cu. verses clear cutting is not known Semilar wmpacts could occur from 
pasture converson and construction activity Because the tracts are located in sparsely populated 
rural areas. 11 1s assurned that any change mm the visual resource associated with the tracts would 
only be visible to adjacent land owners and not the general public Therefore, no mdirect or 
cumulative wmpacts would be expected to occur 


Sells; If the tracts in Arkansas are transferred from federal to private ownershup souls could be 
directly umpacted by the construction of roads to access the tract and the removal of forest 
products These umpacts would consist of sor! compaction. mrung of the soil honzons and erosion 
where the vegetative cover is removed These mmpacts could cause both short term (five years or 
less) and long term (more than five ycars) loss of soul productivity ht 1s assumed if logging occurs 
on the tracts and the souls surface 1s exposed, wind and water crowon could occur unless preventive 
measures are applied However. this wmpact would be short term hecause the area would 
revegetate naturally at the completion of the removal of forest products If roads and/or structures 
are constructed on the tracts, thrs empact wouk! he long term and would cause a permanent boss of 
son! productivity However, this loss of sou! pra‘uctivity would be localized to the affected areas 


“o ondirect or Curmulative rmpacts to sovls are anticinated to occur under this alternative 


Water Quality, Surface and Ground: ‘o substantia! derect. wnderect or Cumulative mmpacts are 
foreseen to occur to ground water quality on the tracts nm Arkansas if this alternative 1s selected 


Derect wmpacts could acowr to surface water quality, if the tracts are transferred from federal 
to private ownerstep This empact would result mm oncreased sedimentation. from the «leareng 
of vegetation or forest products, umto the mmermitient strearms adjacent to or on the tracts At 
thrs tame. there 1s no way of knowng if thus action would accur or to what extent =These 
wmpacts would be short term and localized to areas where vegetation is removed The degree 
to whech thes ermpact may cocur is mot known Direct wmpacts could he manemzed by 


reseeding disturted areas at the completion of vegetative rere al and leavong vegetative 
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buffers along the mmtermutient stream channels thal accur on the tracts’ However, mnce the 

tracts would be on private ownershep and should thes acton accur, the BLM would not have 

authonty to say how. when and what measures would be implemented to prevent or lessen 
. | 


Federally and State Listed Species nde: thes alternative there 1s the powsitelity of 
loggng or development on nost of the tracts transferred to pnvate ownersinp However. 
difficulues due to terran would hkely preclude loggyng on much of the Bear Creek and 


Campbell Hollow tracts While this has the potentix! to disrupt foragyng habetat, the smal! 
suze of the tracts and margynal qualsty of the habetat for Indiana bat and gray bat reduces the 


potential for adversely impacting these species 


Wildlife and V egetation; \nder thus alternative. there 1s potential to alter the overal! 


species Composition om the areas of these tracts The scope of the umpact would depend on 
the activites taken once the tract left federal ownerstep 


On the Long Mountain Creek North and South, and Foster Branch tracts, the surrounding 
use 1s predormnately a pasture and wood lot Given the topography of the tracts, porbons of 
the tract could be selectively logged. and the ndge taps cleared for addytional pasture his 
hhely that glade communities on these tracts would comtinue to degrade as a result of red 
cedar intruson and the exchuwon of frre 


The surrounding uses of the Calf Creek tract inchude timber production and scattered home 
setes If transferred to private ownership, 1 1s posseble. given the proaimety of State 
Highway 377, that the northern portion of the tract cowld be used as a horne site If that 
occurred, rt cowld affect the exrsteng populations of Ozark chinquapa (Castanca pumila ver 
ozartensis) 


hi 1s assumed that nm private ownerstep. use of the Carnphe!! Hollow tract would he largely 
unchanged Most of the tract 1s tao steep to be successfully converted to pasture The 
portion already om pasture could he used as a home ene Lise of the lower terraces for trai !s. 


e% could umpact the large population of Moore + detphinum (Delphonium new tomanum | 


In private ownershep, wilde use of the Bear Cree’ tract 1s expected to remann unc hanged 
Most of the tact 18 tao steep for use as a burideng ente Logging 1s unibely hex ause of the 
lack of acoess and the capense om thes steep terrann However if logging were anemped. 1 
would substantially reduce the value of the area for wiidhfe Erowon would he very difficult 
© control and reestablishment of sem lar plant Communes would require many dev ades 


Whidhfe use of the Middle Fort, Drasco, and Lacust Mowntarn tracts on private ownershap is 
eapected to remann um hanged 


On the West Fork Tract, private ownersiup, there 1s potential for the construction of « 
Camp or remdemce Woidhfe uae on the area is not expected to he ahered by thes use 
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On the Redland Mountasn Tract. mn private ownershep, approusmatcty 4 of the tract could be 
expected to be at least sclectrvely logged Related disturbances, mchuding road construction 
and staging arcas would substantially alter the vegetation community an the lower slopes. 
reduceng canopy cover and prompting release of understory and herbaceous growth Crrven the 
steep slopes and stunted nature of overstory mm the glade and ndgeiap woodlands, a 15 unbsbcty 
these areas would be harvested 


Impacts of Implementing Alternative 3 


This ts the Preferred Alternative for the Long Mountain Creck North and South, Foster 
Branch, Buffalo River, Powst Peter Moumain, Calf Creek, Campbell Hollow, Bear Creck. 
Locus Mountam, and Redland Mountarm tracts 


Reasonably Foreseeable Actions 


The tracts would be managed im partnershup woth other agencies and of organizations 
Anticopated uses inchude lumsted dispersed recreation and enhancement of existeng habrtats 
Recreation use would be consistent with Recreational Opportumty Spectrum Class - Rural 


(Appendix C) 
Impacts to Resources 


Air Quality and Climate; | ve of the tracts under ths ahternatrve wowld mc bude recreation 
and habvtat management activities These uses would involve motor zed equipment that 
would release hydrocarbon emissions in addition. fugrtive dust would he generated from 
areas of ground disturbance that might he caused by habrtat management activities bmpacts 
would be localized and would not be much of an empact to regional asr quality 


Prescribed burmeng might he used as a habvtat management tool Smoke from prescribed fires 
can release several “crnena an pollutants” identified by the | mvirommental Protection Agency 
The need for prescribed fires would he evabuated during preparation of an activity plan. and 
site-apecific actions would require a detailed burn plan Army empacts from prescribed burneng 
would he localized and temporary 


Cultural Reseerces, frepacts to historn properties of other cultural ses are not expected 
Any necessary Cultural surveys would he conducted Additional evabuation of posseble 
impacts to histor properties or cultural sites would occur full comphance with appl able 
laws and regulations would occur before approval of amy proposed use and on action by Al M 
of @ partner 


Miacrals; Showld partnerstups be proposed. during activity planning a meneral report womsld 
identify the vabuable muneral resources The valuable moneral mghts such as onl and gas 
would remasm open to development A partnershep to commder habitat management or 
recreabonal opportumties would need to address existing or ant omated mineral development 
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Recreation and \ isual Resources; There would be no sutetantial Gorect omderect or 
Cummulats ve empacts to the recreabon rescwrce and visual rescurocs Recreaban uae would te 


ecipected to contnur at Current levels 


Soils; So subwtantial new Gerect. onderect. or Curmulatiwe empacts to soals would be expected 
impacts from hatetal management acbom would he menar ka alized and of shart duratean 


Water Quality, Surface and Ground; ‘0 sutetantial Gerect oncerect or Curmulat: ve 
(pats to water quality wowkd accur 


Federally and State Listed Species “so impacts to Inchans bat or gray bat are ca pected 
under thes shernative Retasmeng these tracts on publx ownerstep would henefa regpona’ 
comervanan efforts but are unbikely to substantially affect ether hat apecees 


Wikdlife and \ egriation; A<*) ve hateial management activities om the tracts wowkd bhely 
im bude the control of mnvasive species. use of Comtrolied burmeng to emprove the quality of 
the fore dependent vegetation communities such as glades scm! statehzaton where needed. 
and momntonng of apecial status species partx ularly plants 


Louisiana 


As drscussed previously om Chater | the followeng environmental elements (see Tate } |) 
have heen comsdered and are nat presen! and/or eli not he subetantially affected thy 
selection of any of the shernatives Areas of Crtical Enveronmenal Concern Coastal Zone 
Managemen Farm Lands (prime or umque) Environmental Justice Waste Hazardous ow 
Sold, Wiiderness, and Wild and Scemc Rivers Concerns relative to Plaad Plans are 
addressed as part of the dracusson of Wetlands/Ripanan Zones The dracussan of 
Nownative invasive Speces is part of the Wridhfe and Vegetation sections 


Impacts From Implementing Alternative | 
Reasonably | oreseeable Actions 


Antx pated use would he brrted drapersed recreation sea h as behing and seascmal hunting 
The tracts wowld he avalable for other unforeseen uses These may om bude permets for 


access meneral developmen on harvesting of fares! praudkts Any developmen ar use 
proposals would he Conmdered om a case try «ane hae PF valuation would om bude the 


appropriate level of environmental compl am + 
Impacts to Resources 


Alt Quality and Climate: | « of the tracts under Custoche!l management 1 er pected to he 
very beemwted Any use of matonced egurpmern would release bydrce arte ermesecms 


benpacts to aor gualety on bade gemerateon of fugetive dee froen grenemd Greturtaern ¢ 
From the low levels of amin opened wae thease compacts wowld he € a pected to te memernal 
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Culteral Reseurcrs, bepacts to hemor, properties of cocker Culture wns ae nor er pmcnd 
For any developmen of uae proposals addeanal Commderapan of as effect am heatark 


praperues of Cultural ames would acow before appro al of any propemal Cultural rescuroe 
surveys wowhd he Cmdr of needed 


Milperais; The mencra! estame of al) tracts has teen omen to ce! and gas leaneng and 


developmen Currently pradwcton i acournng from the Beg Salene Bayou and Duct Lake 
trate Under thes ahernatrwe tea ung and developmen eauld Comtenur 


Recreation and \ sual Resources, + eutetartie Gere em Srl or Cwrmelati we cmp te 
to the recreatonal resources presem and recreatonal uae of the tracts are er pected Curren 


uses of the tracts on Lowrnana for dapered recreamon wach as hunteng Pebing ar frebeng 
wowld comtenue at the current level An estemate of the number of Viescr | ve Days 
currently acowrnng on the tracts was nat made sence use of the tracts by recreateomrats has 
mot heer mometcred and purely ape wlat: ve 


No setetantial derect onderect or Curmelative rrmpacts to the visual reecn 6 caecm ated wrth 
the tracts om Lowman are expected to acowr 


Seila; “So substantial new derect enderect or Curmulat) ve prmpacts to sem! producti very cm the 
Line meana tracts are ata opaied 


Water Quality. Surface and Ground“) eteiari a! dere) indore) or ummeslati ve 
ompacts would acowr to water quality surface or grownd if thes shernative were selected 


There are currently no known emmpacts aucurnng to water qualty on the tracts om Lowrsana 


W ethand Riparian Areas. ‘< sutrstantie! deren oncerect on Curmelati we cmpacts: wold 
cacurto the wetland areas fownd om the Blak Lake Beg Salone Bayou or Dat lake tracts 
The reneral develapenen om Beg Sabre Bayou curred on the early |Sttm bh 1s estemmaned 
that appronemately three acres of the wetland area found om the tract were dreturtwd at tha 
treme Mounds were cometrated on eth to place the well heads to prevent therm from 
being onumdated during the fall and semen momchs “No plans were develaped on the | Ott 
what wold requere the leveteng of these mowmds a the Commpletan of the prodka tec phase 
of menere! developmen However the desturted areca has statehized through natural 


reve gttatcn and ho new cpa ts are ania rated 


tederally and State Listed Species (emis ane blab hear i mot expected to he vempa ted 
by the planned ations under thes ahernat ve 


Wihdiife and \ egeiation: | ses on the Raxty Bayou trat are expected to comtenue to be 
spewads and largely berted to cue amcnal Sumteng Treapass loggeng has curred om the 
past Martong the tract howndares may help to dea courage nom ementonal ireapass 

har venwteng om the future As the trees cm thes tract Comtrnue to mature habtwiat values are 
fipeted toomrease Assurmeng that the sur-cundeng areas Comtenue to he perceda ally 
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logged the tral ecuid mcreamng!) provede G verwty and refuge far fares! emencar apecers 
The n tomnpered th) the ema! wre of he tract and recat from athe: comaery atom lands 


The Biact Lake tract  eagecaed to comtenur to he ward promarvly for hunteng “oo magyar 
Changes on eridiete uae or eridhfe ar vegriamorn spears Componman are cipncied The 
serrowndeng arta: are large!) owned and managed ty a hunteng (huh and for the forrameatie 
future Commerical laggeng om the areas unbebely 


On the Big Saline Bayou wact, few changes to wilde competes cc pend eae 
over the faresseatie future Opmortumsta crctns saat as tallow tree have heoome 

eutabiahed slong roadeays and Geurted artas Wethot camral tallow Jotumecm grass 

home yeux bie and other ems asve plants Could om reaneng!y Graplace mative vegetatecn 
Partawlarly on the Geetertwd areas of the tract 


No changes are expected to evidiefe or vegetatom rescuces om the Duct Lake tract 


Impacts of Implementing Alternative 2 
Reasonably | oreseeable Actions 


The BLM would drapose of the tracts Diapesal of endrvedual tracts would aocur on a tract 
by tract hase Future use of the tracts 1s assured to he semmlar to that of surroundeng lands 
These wees om bude bermted drapered recreaton prodkwteon of forest prodkwts and 
cometnactan of hunteng (arrps or. atens 


Impacts to Resources 


Ait Quality and Climate: (| ve of the tracts after depose! would on bude varcus 
Cometmactar acthertaes that cwkd enta! uae of mec ham zed eqgurpment and ause grownd 


deeturhamwe The use of menonzed equepmenm ecowld release hydren arom ermresscms bn 
addetron fugrtive dust wowld he generated from areas of grownd dreturhance brypacts ecole 
he ku ahired and wowld mot he mah of an cept to regecmal aor quately 


Cultural Resources, brepacts to hrstors properties or eegmefa amt Cultural ertes are mer 
expected Before any transter of managemenm reapometeines or ownershep full 
commderanon of the effect of that acharn an bream properties or segmfx am cultural eres 
would take place a that terme A cultural resowrce survey if needed. would aow a that 
treme 


Minerals, Should diapose! achoms he proposed « meneral report would he prepared that 
wowld sdently the valuable meneral rescayurs The valuable meneral mghts such as oe! and 
gm would be reserved to the | So and wou!) fermen open to developmen Earsteng lease 
nghts womld mot te affected 
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Recreation aad \ wal Resowrium. | «va Linemans at Cametored from federe & 
Pv ae conerwep «is ansuTned Chere ecu’ fe ome Change to Che recreate reecmrcrs ated 
recrnatonal uae of Oe wat 


Threre comehd tee Germct ompacts to the vrewal pracwrce cm the Rexty Bayer Bog Sabene Bayou 
and Bia’ Lake tracts of forest products are remowed from thea tracts by the new owner 
Ths Comet of the removal of wegetatece from the tracts Changeng the views! 
rrecurce fram a foreeind lands ape to a more cope lamda ape The degree to eta th the 
viewal feecmrce weld he shored (anmcn he eetemannd seme the harvest methead to te ward 
ech as selective Cut verses Clea cutteng nat known The removal of forest praducts from 
Oe Duct Lake tract 6 net antcapaied. ence «a wetland/marwh and the mactong level of 
trees on the tract 1 low (average lees than 20 trees per acre) and wowld nat he ecomarmcally 
feansthe Pec awae the vacts on Limemeana are ku ated om epareely popwlaied rural areas «6 
assumed that any Change on Che visual rescmrce amacn cated wth the tracts wcmhd comly he 
vietie to adjacent land owner: and nce the general putin Therefore me endernct or 
Curmelat: ve cmmpacts would he er pected to cacur 


Selle; W ownerstep 1s transterred neo derect rnderect or Curmelati ve cmnacts are amin opaied 
on the Duct Lake tract, ence « 6 a wetland and constructor of structures or roads would 
new he piryes ally or econcms ally feasshie Forest predkats Cowld he remmerved from the Dew 6 
Lake tract, bet the chance of thes aoowrrng 1 Comesdered to he low hecause of accenedty lity 
and low sien tong of trees (average 20 trees per acre or lees) surtable for the prodka tian of 
forpet prone ts 


Derect empact to sewls on the Beg Salone Bayou Biact Lake and Racty Bayou tracts comld 
auow by the cometructon of roads to access the tracts and the removal of forest proce ts 
Constructor of structures on the Black Lake and Beg Salone Bayow tracts 16 met antn opened 
because of wetness The construction of structures om the Reahy Bayou tract i mem 
antcopated hex aware of slope and rclated nature of the tract H forest prowkats are harvesied 
from these tracts ompacts wowld Comers! of sex! Compaction muning of the sex! horizons amd 
croman where the vegetative cover is removed These cmpacts would ( aune heh short term 
(five years or teas) and lang term (more than five years) lows of ser! prodkativety Bos 
assumed of loggeng accurs on the tracts and the sor! surface is exposed wind and - ater 
eromor could aocur unless prevent) ve measures are appled However this cmt would he 
shor term tec awae of the level terraen and wetness of the Black | ake ame Peg Salome trate 
Vf forest prockacts are removed from the Racky Bayow tract exposed sor! coh he 
semceperhle to wend and emer eromoan However ois aseumed the area wold re vegeta 
naturally at the Complenan of the removal of forest pradkwots MH roads are ometracted om the 
trates Gee compact would he long term and would « auee @ permanent bows cf ecm! prema tis ery 
However thes loss of sen! prodeativety wold he bea ahized to areas where road Comer tem 
caoourred 


No onderect or Cumulative ompacts to sels are antx opated to cur under thes alternat: ve 


Water Quality, Surface and Ground, 0 eutetarcsn! derect incderrct or Curmular ve 
empacts are farmaeer to accu  grownd © mer qualery om the tracts om | cmseeama 
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Derect ompacts could acow to surface water quabety of the tracts ave transferred from federal 
to povme cenerviup Thos empact wowkd onorpaaod apdememiatecn from the (hearing 
of wegriamor of fares pradwts emo ertliand artas/srtam adacem to cr cm the rata AL 
@us Ge. there «@ no way of Lnoweng of Ges acho would acow of to what exter «Thea 
ompacts wowld he short term and kx shred to areas here wegen a removed The degree 
to whe ® thes ormpat may cccer Cawhd te meme zed by rremedeng Oaturted areas wo Ow 
compieion of vegetative rome al However seme the tracts wowkd he on pre me ow nerstep 
when and f the achon aooun the BLM would nee have authorty to aay how vegeta we 
rermers al cappratecems whemsid Me. crmdea ind 


Wetland Riparian Leones. See Ges wee unter W mer Quality Surtace/Crownd for Owe 
ahernatve “wo ather empacts to wetland or mpanan areas are foreseen under thes ahernat ve 


bederally amd State Listed Species |! vransierred to pre me oe nerstep there 1s poset! 
for leggeeng prortecms cl the Beg Sabene Bayer tract While thre mcmid rrckae the pemerts a! 
suvtatelety of the tract for blah bear «is net expected to adversely affect the apecees 


Wikdiife and \ cprtation. he Rex ty Bayou trate bbely to he waed for temmher pradacteon 
Caweeng ↄ dectene om habeas vabues for forme: emercr apes ard the bose of a mature wr 


@ verne meek shape vegrtahom Commend) etch are hex cmmeng om reaseng!y rare on 
Lame —— 


The Blact Lake tract 1s expected to comenue to he weed premaryly for humteng “so mayor 
Changes on evidife uae or eyidbefe or vegetaton amma: Composticn are cipmciwed The 


surrowndeng areas are largely owned and managed hye humteng lub and for the forrsmeatle 
futere Comeneriiel loggeng of the area rs umbebely 


Cm the Bog Salone Bayou tract few changes to eridhte Composrtion are expected to cur 
over the foreseeable fueure The prvmary wees of the tract other than for on! and gas 


predkatecm 1s hurceng and frateng These uses are ea pmcted to commer ( omircl of the 
apread of onvas ve plamis may nee hes pmarry eth so private landowner ( omtre! of these 


plans os beet accomplished ether the pemmelatecms are crnal! (Mme s apc wes oe wel! 
eetabbshed Comer! often requerts @ eubetanten (ommrmetonert of terme amd mmcmey for 
Or me ae ecm 

“No Changes are expected to eridite or vegetanem rescurces com the Dent lake tram t 


Impacts of Implementing Alternative 3 


Ths 0 the Preferred Alternative tor the Ren ty Payer Bint late Beg Salone Rayos aed 
Det | abe tracts of | cme ecmme 
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Reasonably boreseeable Actions 


The wats would he managed on partnerwhep eth ther agrmouet endian organs atc 
Amn opened vacs onc hude brwind Gapersed recrtatcn and enhancemern of ex sateng Nate 
Recremcmal faster sah a partong bot laut ompeowemnen shelter (pevibcr) and a 
tral would he prowded cm the Bog Sabene Bayou tract Conerssten eth Recreacnal 
Opporweny Spectrum Class Rural (Append C) 


Impacts to Resources 


Ait Quality and Climate: | we of the tracts under thes shernat: we wowld ox bade mrornatcr 
and habeus management actives These uses would pmvolve mosorzed eqgurpmen that 
wow release bydree artim ermesecms bn adkbetecm fugrive dust eculd he generated fron 
areas of ground dreturhance that megiy habetat management activites lepa ts 
wowld te ka ahzed and would nor he meh of an cmpact to regecmal aer quabety 


Preacrvhed burmeng meght he used as a hatetat managemer tact Smoke from prem mhed 
fores Cam release several cruena ar podhutants” identified by the Eaveranmenal Prosectom 
Agemy The need for prescrited fires wowld he evaluated dunng preparation of an activity 
plan and eae eppcrfx actrams wowld requere a detailed burn plan Amy compacts fron 
prea nhed hurmeng ecwld he ke alized and temporary 


Cultural Resources: frpacts to hestor. properies of other Cultural ees are not ea pecied 
Adadrhomal ev abuanon of posertie pmpacts to breton properties or cultural setes wowld cur 
Full legal Comphance would acu before approval of proposed wees andor actroms Py a 
partner 


Minerals, Sowic partnerstvps he proposed during activity plammeng a meneral reget 
wold edemtly the vabuatie meneral rescwrces The valuable meneral nghts seat as cm! and 
gas would roman anen to developemenm A partnershep to Comeder recreational or 

Oden atonal opportunities wold ned to mdkdrees fareteng oF amt opate 1 mremeral 

de ve bopenen 


Recreation and \ sual Resourves, [here «owl he me se etartia dorm ondermct or 
Cornelia: ve cmpacts to Ghe rec reatom remcarce and vine! reecmerce cm the Dent lake trast 


Be reat uae wold Comtenur at Current levels 


Cm che Bg Salone Bayow tract there Cowld he derpct crypacts to the recreational amd + reas! 
rescwroes Developement may om bude Cometra tan propects sex h ase nature trae! 
conprewement of the exreteng boat lawn ht amd a pavibecmn These facvletees wend te av alate 
Sow ume Py the general putin and ates! groupe Hf develapenem cocurs the murnteer of 
Viwctow (ae Days wom on reane althemegh at thes teme Chere re me eetemane of that murnter 
The nature tra! wold be elevated for wae durvng hemh che wet and dry seascms 
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Derrct ompacts to Gee venus rrecurce wowkd accu by Gee Comstrucvan af te pevehon amd 
naeure ae! Trae! Cometractam wowid roguert etgriatan remo al shang Oe route thus 
ahereng Gre simul reecwrce «Ties ormnact to the vreaal reece wcmhd te ke ahred akong the 
tral and ond viduals ealiong Ghee tra! would te affecand (ometractor of the pavihcm ome 
pees smely Gratertend arte ecwhd hawt mmetermal orp ts cm Ow Careteng αα 


Sells; “so wubetartial new erect enderect or Curmulatrwe empact to seeks on the Duct Lake 
rat © antcepened 


Derect crmpacts to the wen! cm the Beg Satene Bayou tract cawkd aoowr through the Cometrac tec 
of ahowt ramp a pavibon and chev ated walheayw nature tra! Ma host ramp os omprowed or 
comstmacted ¢ would he on an area Chat os Currently heeng weed for that purpose ff 2 pays becom 
es cometrated ¢ wowkd he on an area ehere the ace! has heen previcmely dreturted 

( omatracteon of the elev aed «alte aynature tra! would empat the see! om a Currets!y 
underurted area Derect the post Mees for the © alb way amd pavibecm 
supperts and gradeng and statehzemg the cxreteng Moat law h Lees than cme tenth a re 
wend he dr eturtend 


Curremtiy no plans have heen devetaged for the walkway hot ramp or pavihcm A 

( cowdenaied Resource Managemen Plan and bev erommenal Assessment would he prepared 
and made avaiable for publx review pra to the comscructian of amy facvietees Sete aguec ofa 
eherommental crypts wold Me ackireseed at hat tore 


Water Quality. Surface and Ground, 0 euteian a) dere! indore or. urmelat: ve 
ompacts wowld accu to water quality on the Duct Lake tract 


A derect aoowr to surface wamer quabety om the Bog Salone Bayou tract if the boat 
ramp pevibon and nature tra! are Cometrated Fam ibetees Cometna team wows dreturh the 
eer! and the vegetateon remmery al Comhd om reese sock rmemiatcn omic the surface «ater cm the 
tract Thws morease would he short term and kx aired to the Comstra ton area 
leprovement and surfacung of the Moat ä ecmehd dex reas sechrneriaticn cmt the Bayon 


by statehzeng the area Degradation of emer qualety evther surface or prow cs mcr 
art pated from Cometracteam of the mature trae! amd pares tec 


W etland Riparian Areas, “0 eutetariie dere) cmre tor Cermelat we compa — 
wow to wetland areas on the Duck Lake tract 


Appros. namely ome tenth acre cr lees of wetland derect!y compa ted Pry Ccmetrn trom 
of the nat ore trae! cm the Beg Satene Bayou tract Thee compact be the placemen of 
supports fur an elev med walkway (ut fll or dreddgeng of « wetland eomld mew cur 

( ometra vor of the nature he dome ether che area (tment rmuncatned 


tederally and State Listed Species Revemior im feders) oe nereteps and (coopers ve 
management 1 ea pected to omprove overall habeia + abues om the Beg Salone Rayow tras try 
remerving Chota apes redka eng compacts frome off come wet les amd om rmaeeng prtrin 
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ee aones of Ge resource valurs on he Wat Although ermal Ge tact would Comrvine 
tow are mapmunreng otha t cf premiere!) meat hate for tat toa ot Ragears Paryet 


Wikdiite and \ cortataom, The Bont) Beye ms wend he rman? prrerre ane 
The peremescr ecm’ te megnend to Gim cmucage torte future trrapens tas habeus + abun are 


CACAO, to remaee relat erty we 


Om the Beg Selene Bayou tract eridite and engmumecr Covid henefe from managemere 
om hadomg the onetallatecn of meet hoses amd reer al of Cota eegetamecn Spears D eerees 


mem Capi’ to he shored sutetartial!y by managemerc Momncring cf ce! amd pas 
fachtees emtcrcemern af ne Gumpeng and dea ceurageng tra! probcleraccn ecushd aemeet on 


wiatebireng Ors rat and awondeng further degradacscm cf cxratong habwurts 


Managemen atoms # Blat | abe are nce es pected te ake the er rateng vegrtatecm 
Comenunmtes cr wridiefe apm ses CcHmpremmetecen 


Om the Duct Lake tract no Changes are expecied te eridhte or wegrumon reacwrces under 
ches alernat: ve 
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Chapter 5 
Consultation and Coordination 


Public Participation 


BLM’ planming regulations requere a process thal 1s open to public involvement. Earty in 
the planning process there 1s opportunity for public involvement for sdentficaton of msues 
and development of planning cntena There are also opportunites for the public to review 
draft planning documents and/or file protests before planning decisions are approved A 
PA/EA may be released as cither a Proposed or a Draft PA/EA. A Proposed PA is subject 
to public 30-day protest penod and 60-day Governor's consistency review. When a Draft 
PA/EA 18 released, the BLM secks public comments before preparing a Proposed PA/EA. 
After considering the public comments, the draft may be modified before a Proposed 
PA/EA 1s released After the consistency review and resolution of any protests. the PA may 
be approved 


A Notice of imtent to Prepare the Arkansas and Loursiana PA/EA was published in the 
Federal Register on September 19,1997. The notice was also published in local newspapers 
im both states The notices invited public partacrpation in development of issues and 
planneng critena through November |, 1997. A Proposed PA/EA was prepared and released 
in November of 1999. In response to public concerns, BLM withdrew the Proposed PA/EA 
to collect additional information before making a decision. Begynning December 28, 1999 
the planning process was reopened to public comments The comment penod extended 
through February 29, 2000 A public meeting to receive comments was held in Marshal! 
Arkansas on February 24, 2000. After reviewing the public comments, BLM decided to 
revise the document and release a Draft PA/EA fo: public review. 


Upon distribution of this Draft PA/EA public comments will be accepted dunng a 30-day 
review penod Comments will be considered and a Proposed PA/EA will be prepared and 
released for a 30-day protest penad, and sent to the Governors of of both states for a 60-day 
consistency review The Approved PA and Decisson Record will be prepared after any 
protests or mconsistencies have heen resolved 


Copres of this Draft PA/EA will tx furmshed to public libranes on the counties and parishes, 
which contain the tracts that are the subyect of this dacument ht will also be available on the 
imernet at http //www es bim gow/jfo. Copies will also be sent to all persons on the existing 
mailing list, and to anyone who requests a copy to review = in addition. the following 
agencies and orgamzations will be sent a copy of the Draft PA/EA, along with a request to 
review the document. 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE $7 


Arkansas and lL owisiane PA/EA 


bedeval Agencies 


Nabonal Park Service 
Buffalo Natonal Ri ver 


USA Corps of Engineers 
Little Rack District 


USDA Forest Service 
Ozark -St. Francis Nabonal Forests 


USDA Forest Service 
Ouachita Natbonal Forest 


USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service 
Lattle Rack 


U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Ecological Services Office 
Conway 


U.S. Geological Survey, 
Water Resources Divimon 


Little Rock 


USA Corps of Engyneers. 
New Orleans District 


Natonal Park Service 
Cane River Creole National Histonca! Park 


U.S. Pish and Wildlife Service 
Ecological Pield Office 
Lafayette 


USDA Forest Service 
Kisatcthe Nathonal Forest 
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Searcy County Health Inapector 
Inland Fish Division Van Buren County Judge 


Department of Agnculture and Forestry. Van Buren County Sanitation 


Artansa:s end |owusane PAPA July 2061 


lowmans | cal (overnment | perme 
DeScto Parish Police Jury 

Health inapectcr DeSoto Parveh 
Supervises, Munday Landfill DeScao Parish 
Naichntiaches Parnsh Police Jury. 

Samtanan Naicheicc hes Paresh 

Sarwtanan Ragedes Pans 
Admometrace St Marten Pansh 

Health Inapector St Martin Paneh 


Natchrtiaches Pansh Adrremestratcr 
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List of Preparers 


The Artamags and Lowis.ana Planteng AnalynesLevronmental Assceamen eas prepared ty 
a team of specaabets from the Jactsan Field Office The members of tus toa are 


Duane Women Asseatant Frekd Manager Divimon of Lands and Renewable Resources 
MS Fores: Hydrology, Unevermty of Misaoun Cotumtna 2) years eth BLM 
Respomestie for proyect ovr megtet 


Judeth Pace, Archasologst MA Anthropology, Unrverwty of Messrs Osford 14 
years wath US Government Reapometie for cultural resawroes and Native Amencar 


secbams and composton edeteng and dacwmernt praducteon 


Clay Moore, Tearn Lead Natural Resource Specusiest BS Forest Managemen. Unversity 
of Mormtana. Missowla 29 years «th US Governmenm Reaponerbie for recreation. ar. soni, 
and © met — — — 


Kenneth Adams. Geologist BS Geology Unversity of Plonda Gaenesvilie 2) years with 
US Governmem Reapomertie for Lowsiana cx! and gas secthons 


Sharon Fakkeoma, Realty Specsaket BA Political Sconce, Mars Hil! College. Mars Holl, 
North Carolna 12 years evth US Government Reapomerble for lands and realty sections 


Quaz) Islam, Physical Scentet MS Geology. University of Texas, Dallas, and Graduate 


Deplomna Waste Managemen. Wayne State University, Detront § years with US 
Government Reapometie for hazardous maienals sections 


Lars Johnson, Geologest MS Geology, Texas A & M University, College Stamon 9 years 
with | S Government Reapomertle for Artansas sold menerals and o! and gas sectons 


Beco Schoolar, GIS Specsaiet BS Geophysical Soence Old Dorman University, 
Nortoth, Vergema 25 years eth US Government Responsible for all aapects of map 
production 


Faye Womers Wiidhfe Biologist BA Biology Witham Wards College Fulton, Missoun 


2) years with BLM Reanomertie fore  ife vegetation and threatened and endangered 
SPECIES BOC THOME 
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GLOSSARY 


(Including Acronyms and Abbreviabons) 


Activity Plan. A site-specific plan for the were of importance in human events. These 
resources consist of (1) physical remains, (2) arcas 
where sagnificant human events occurred even 
evidence of the event no longer remanns. 
and (3) the enviconmen umenediatcly surrounding 


Cumulative Impact. The umpact on the 

environment whuch results from the incremental 

wmpact of the action when added to other past. 
and reasonably foreseeable future actions 


Transfer of ownership of a tract of 
was tasted Gael daemons 
party. 


n 

allowed faults 

Confined Aquifer. An aquifer bounded above The temporary covering of the soul 

and below by impermeable beds. or by beds of surface by water from any source Shallow water 

pre ee Le al me spn or tpt — standing during or shortly followig rain 1s 

aquifer and aquifer containing confined excluded from the definition of flooding Marshes 

ground water and swamps are excluded from the definition of 
flooding because water is more than a temporary 

Cultural Resource. covenng 

nonrene wable 

occupation, or endeavor reflected in districts. Federal Land and Act of 

sites. structure. buildings. 1976 (FLPMA). Law 94-579, which gives 


! 
5 
| 
z 


a! 


July 2001 


intermittent Stream A sircam thal docs not 
ground water for surface or subsurface flows 


Leasable Miverals. Those muncrals or matenals 
Federal Mineral Ownership (FMO). Land: on that can be leased from thu iederal government. 
wtuch esther the entire muncral estate oF certain —~ >) etal cca 


muncral nghts are owned by the federal pocesh, and onl 
government. 
Forest land. Land — if 

lacking. vcaring cv: nt te 


ach comtams 10 per com of more crown cover. 


Components operation may be conducted on a lease, or modify 
food, water, cover, and living space. the lease nghts granted 


a — 
Environmental and — — 


Lecatable Minerals. Minerals or maternals 


subyect to disposal and development through the 
Mining Law of 1872. (as amended). 


Hervaceous. A plant with little or no woody 
i that dres back at the end of the growing 


season. includes metallic munerals such as gold and 
and other matenals not to lease or sale 

High quality (such as some bentonites. talc, and 

that show little some zeolites) 

species 


Low quality vegetation community Plant 
communities that are lacking in expected plant 


i 


Historic = species and show visible changes in 

object, a community structure. 

district included —_ 
the histoncal species composition and 

elegible farther community structure, but which will 

completed. with appropnate management and ume 

a Mesic. Related to conditions of moderate 

— — moisture or water supply. Used to describe 
organisms occupying moust habitats. 

ae National Environmental Act (NEPA) of 


Gaciphne c id sad 


1969. Public Law 91-190, established 
environmental policy for the nation Among other 
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ems, MEPA requures federal agencies 0 Comsader 
5 teen indeed * 


A descnpuon of anticipated future development of 
munerals or other resources. used as a ba..s for 
assessing the envrronmental impacts of RMP 


Purposes (RAPP). 


Act (43 USC 869 (a)) and the uses to be of 
public land transferred under the act. The 
objective of the RAPP Act is to moet the needs of 


es and nonprofit 


groups Transfer of land ownership under the 
oo 
conveyance. 


A— ot pda 
to be used or occupied pursuant to a 
right-of-way grant. 


Right-of-Way Grant. A document authorizing 
the use of public or federal lands for the 
construction, operation, maintenance. and 
termination of a project (e.g. utility line, road). 


a . Stream, or other of water. Normally 
used to refer to the plants of all types that 
rooted in the water table of streams, ponds, and 


— oxo euch ches en eghemmend auann en 
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washes that do nat exhubul the presence of 
vegetanon dependent upon free water un the soul 
Salable Minerals. Moncrals that may be sold 
under the Material Sale Act of 1947. as amended. 


included are common vancues of sand. stonc. 
grovel, and clay. 


Process. An and for 
Seaying Posenen, An cuty and pubis qrecess fe 
issues to be addressed related to a proposed 
acton. 


The removal for a lumsted penad. 

yoct to valid exssting nghts, of a specified arca 
of the public lands from the operation of the 

x land laws, pursuant to the exercise by the 


of the Imeno: of authority as § Surficial. Pertaining to or lying in or on a surface 
the surface of the earth, e.g “surficial weathering” 
of a rock, or a “surficial structure” formed by 


Soil Association. A mapping unr used on genera! 
soil maps in which two or more defined 
taxonomuc units occurnng ima 
characternstic pattern are ned because the 
scale of the map or the purpose for which it is 
being made does not require delineation of the 
individual souls: 
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Visiter Use Days (VUDs). A measure of the 


visitors to a specific tract. and divided by the 
number of hours wm a Gay that individuals would 


be capected to go to the tract 

Wetlands. Arcas that are inundated o saturated 
by surface or ground water at a and 
éuranon sufficent to support, and that under 
normal Circumstances do 

vegetation typacally life um saturated 


July 2001 


Withdrawal. A formalucd action 

specified land from aperaban or drsposal 
laws, esther muncral laws oF land 
laws, or both. Can also be ese’ to 

transfer purisdacuon of land to another federal 


agency 


Weodland. Forest land on whach wees are 


vegetavon Forest lands whch praduce or are 
capable of producing no more than 20 cutuc feet 
per acre per year of commercially emportam tree 
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Appendix A - Lands 


Thes appendis +s a compilanon of the legal lacabons of Pubhc Doman lands, lands wtuch have 
been patemied under the Recreation and Public Purposes Act. Lands Withdrawn to other Federal 
Agencies, and Lands of Uncertasn Tithe for both Ariansas and Lowmana The hests are separated 
by state and category in addepon to these lnsts. the criena for acgursrbon of lands 1s mnchuded. 


Land Acquisition Criteria 


Thus section lays out the cntena and process for evaluateng proposals for acquisition For 
crample, i states what types of lands are appropnate for BLM acquiston by keepeng im mond the 
Bureau's special expertise, mandate. and talents 


Federal Land Policy and Management Act 


The beginning pont for any list of criteria 1s the Federal Land Policy and Management Act 
(FLPMA), Sec. 205(b) which states: 


Acquisitions pursant to thes section shal! be consistent with the mission 0! ‘e 
department involved and with applicable departmental land-use plans 


Sec. 20S(c) further states. 


Lands and imterests in lands acquired by the Secretary pursuant! to thes section or 
Section 206 shall, upon acceptance of tithe, become public inncis, and, for the 
administration of public land laws not repealed by this Act. shall rems n public lands. 


ht 18 emperative that poor to mitiateng a full scale program that a thorough rewew of pertinent 
laws, executive orders and Departmental mitiati ves to succinctly outline the rationale for this 
effort. 


Resource and Management ( riteria 
Presence of valuable resources on lands. and susiati!ity for management uf land by BLM. would 
be important crtena Asa starting pont. (he following crntena should be apphed when 
evaluating potential land acquisitions 

° Critical habrtats adjacent to existing (or proposed) conservation system units 


(CSUs), state or local parks, etc. 
. Lands that could serve to further the purposes of regonal conservabon and 
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restarabon 

° Greenways and trwis Carndos that fill-cul repanal tra! sywiems of provide 
bnkages between two or more carstong tras! systerms 

° Hatetat cormdors Hatetat fragmentabon 1s a criacal eoologscal problem. 
Acquimbon and preservabon of corndors and other tracts (¢ g . abandoned ficids) 
umprove the chances for spoces viateity BLM may be suited to tus type of 
wort. perhaps im partnervtup with pnvate orgamzaboms, lacal governments. or 
sate of federal agenoes 
Lauds threatened by urban sprae! 

Lands that could improve Amencans hives by protecting open space and providing 
recteabonal opportumbes 

Lands that fit rmto a umaque role/siu!! that BLM possesses: 

Lands under immediate threat from development and BLM 1s the only agency im a 
positon to acquire it. 

° Lands that fit a niche that BLM, as an agency, is best suited to manage (c.g. 
prane/grassiand. open space/green space preservation. islands. umque geologx or 
topograptncal feature. etc ) 

° Lands under threat and which other agencu:s are not in a positon to acquire and 
will meet a National need 

° Lands that will meet an existing program need 


Land and Water Conservation Fund Criterio 


There are established ranking critena for land acquisitions under the Land and W ater 
Conservation Fund (LWCF). These criteria include the relative threat if the property is not 
acquired, proximity to a mayor population center, a subjective evaluation of critical 
environmental factors which demand protection by US Department of the Intenor (DOT) 
bureaus, possitilives for recreation. the availatnlity of partners. and access to the property (and 
whether access 1s dependant on condemnation) Also important to this ranking 1s a descnpnon of 
the tract's relavonshep to other DOI lands or other Federal conservation system units, and 
whether there are willing sellers. All other LWCF proposals submutied by the BLM (and other 
DOI! Bureaus) are required to meet these ranking crtena Only the highest pnontes are 
forwarded to Congress as part of the president's budget Previous BLM submissions for LWCF 
acquisition in Arkansas dd not rank high enough to ottain funding: 
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION PARISH ACRES | HOLDING AGENCY 
T. 16N. R.7 W. Sec 15, NESW Brenviie, LA 39 88 | Bieneville Parish 
Meridian 

T. 17 NR. 10 W., Sec. 14, lots 9 - 15; Sec. | Webster, LA 165.79 | LA State Parks and 
23, lot 1; Sec. 14, ots 6 47 Mer idiar Recreation Comm 
7.178. R. 4E. Sec 10, Lots 44 5, Sec St. Mary, LA 39 88 | Brenville Parish Police 
15, ot 1 Meridian Jurisdiction 
TABLE A-7_ LOUISIANA - WITHORAWN LANOS. 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION PARISH ACRES HOLDING 

AGENCY 
7.06. % OE. Sec 20 Lot 16 Gt. Martin, LA Mer MITTS | Como 
T 0S. OE. Sec Let 12 Engineers 
T 46. WE. Sec Lat 
T 46. 116. Geo 22 Lett, 
T 46. E. Gee 13, SENW. 
7. 226. R WE. Sec 6 Lo 6 
T 246. 31. Geo 23, Prec Sec 
T 20N_® 11 W. Geo 3 Lote 11 6 16 Geo 12, Lott? Sec 13, Let | Boosie, LA Mer 54 | Compo 
7. = Engineers 
T 20N_& 11 W. Geo 13, Lot 16 Bossier, LA Mer 2008 | Cops of 
7 45. SE. Sec 6 NW. NE. GW. SE. Engineers 
T 06. OE. Sec 20 Lat 1% St Marin St «77S | Compo 
T 056.8 OE. Geo 6 Lat tz. Mary \afourche Engineers 
T 46. WE. Geo 24 Lott: Ck Mew 
T 46.8 11. Geo 22 Lott: 
T 46. EE. Gee 13, SENW 
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Appendix B - Minerals 


Reasonably F oreseeable Develupment 
of Federal Minerals 


Prtrotcum 
In determaneng the petroleum potential in the study areca. the rating system outlened in the 
BLM Planning for Pluid Mineral Resources Handbook H- 1624-1 (5/7/90) was used There 
are four levels m thes ratng system Ingh. moderate. low. and no potential These are 
defined as 
High. Inctuson i an on! and gas play as defined by the USGS national 
assessment, or, in the absence of a play designation by USOS. the 
demonstrated existence of source rock. thermal matursbon. and reservow 
strata possessing permeatnlity and/or porosity. and traps Demonstrated 
existence 1s defined by physical evidence or documentation in the literature 
Moderate Geophysical or geologycal indacatons that the following may be 
present scurce rock. thermal maturation. and reservor strata possessing 
permeath lity and/or porosity and traps Geologx indication 1s defined by 
geological inference based on indirect evidence 
Low. Specific indications that one or more of the following may not be 
presemt source rock. thermal maturation, or reservou strata possessing 
permeats lity and/or porosity and traps 
None, Demonstrated absence of |) source rack, 2) thermal maturation, 3) 
reservow rack that precludes the accurrence of a! and/or gas Demonstrated 
absence 1s defined by physical evidence or dacumentaton in the literature 


Typacally, the petroleum industry follows a general plan and process for all producbon sites. 
as follows Preparation for the dniling process includes construction of a road, dniling pad. 
and reserve prt, Constructed access roads normally have a running surface width of 
approximately 30 feet. the length 1s dependent upon the well site lacation in relabon to 
existing roads or highways The average length of road construction will be about 1/2 of a 
mile. Therefore, 2 acres would be affected by road construction. Typically, | to 2 acres are 
c.eared and graded level for the constructon of the dniling pad for a shallow gas well 
However, depending on the topography of the well site and access area this construction 
may require the creation of cut slopes and fill areas which may disturb a smal! arnount of 
additonal area If the well 1s productive. we can estimate that another 2 acres may be 
affected by flowline construcvon Therefore, the total disturbed area for dniling a well will 
be five to six acres. These disturbances are typical for both private or Federal Ownersiup 
well locatons. The reserve prt excavation is usually about five feet deep and is ned with 
bentonite muds Plastic or buty! liners (or its equivalent). that meet State standards for 
thickness and quality. are used on accamons when sors are determined incapable of holding 
pat funds. 
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Petroleum resources are discussed on a tract-by-tract bases «Thus Gracusmon mmchudes the 
tract’s geology, the potemnal for petroleum resources on the tract, and the potential for actual 


commercial developmen The reasonably foreseeable development scenanos for cach tract 
follows 


Arkansas 


Long Mountain North and Long Mountain South Tracts, Baxter County 
T. 21 N. RB. 14 W., Section 19 


Site Specific Petroleum Geology; Townstup 2! North, Range 14 West is located m the 
northwest corner of Baxter County, Arkansas. This area hes im the Ozark Uphft SO mules 
north of the northeastern edge of the prolific gas producing Artoma Basin This townshep 1s 
lacated more than 9O rmiles from the nearest commercial gas producvon The Pennsy!vaman 
honzems in the Arkorna Basin are absent here Lower Ordivician Jefferson City dolormte is 
at the surface If dmilong accurs, the primary objective would be the Cambnan age section. 


As 1s the case on al! remote areas that are this far from established production, substantial gas 
reserves would have to be developed to justify the laying of gas lones imto the area to 
produce any gas discovered Thus has not taken place to date in Baxter County 


Oil and Gas Resource Potential, Ths area im northern Baxter County, Artansas is 
Classified as having low potential for on! and gas reserves 


Oil and Gas Development Potential; Ths area can be classified as rank wildcat with low 
potential for gas and a low probability for dnilng Well depths will probably be less than 
2000 feet. The primary otyective would be the Cambrian age section Spacing is typically 
640 acres fora shallow gas well 


Drasce tract, Cleburne County 
T. LN. BR. 9 W., Section 33 


Site Specific Petroleum Geology; Townstup |2 North, Range 9 West 1s located mm the 
northern half of Cleburne County, Arkansas This area hes on the northeastern edge of the 


prolific gas producing Arkoma Basin However, this township is located more than SO mules 
from the nearest commercial gas praductvion No exploratory o:! and gas wells have ever 
heen dniled wn this area «The Pennsylvaman Atoka sandstones that are the mayor producing 
hanzoms on the Arkorma Basen are absent here The basal Pennsy!vaman Hale Formation is 
atbeemt here If dnileng acours, the primary otyective would most hkely be the 
Camibro-Ordovician carbonate secton The top of the Ordovician is at about 2500 feet 


Asis the case in all remote areas that are this far from established production. substantial gas 
reserves would have to be developed to justify the laying of gas lines into the area to 
produce any gas discovered This has not taken place to date in Cleburne County 
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Od and Gas Resource Potential; The: aca oe northers Oleturne County Arians 
Claseefied as haveng maderme poaemmal for cel and gas reecrves 


Oil and Gas Devebopment Potemtial: The: areas can be Clanmefied as rank wrk at we 
maxierate potential for gas and a low probatelty for dvibng Well depths el! probably be 
teas than 3500 feet The promary atyectrve would most bhely be the Camtwo-Ordowksan 
carbonate secbon = Spaceng 8 typecally 660 acres for a shallow gas well 


Locust Mountain tract. ( reeford ( county 
T. 11 N. B31 W.. Section 4 


Site Specific Petroteum Geology; Townstep || North Range }| West 1 located om the 
central part of Crawford County, Artansas Thus area hes on the northern edge of the 


prolifx gas praduceng Artorma Basen Ths area 1s kacated show § mules from the nearee! 
commercial gas praducton Only two exploratory onl and gas wells have been Grilled im the 
townshen and both were unsuccessful These wells ranged in depth from 990 feet to 2425 
feet The Pennsy!vaman Alota sandstones that are the mayor praducrng hanzoms on the 
Artoons Basen are mostly ateent here The basal Pennsy!vaman Atota Formation is at the 
surface If dnilng accurs, the prmary otyective would most bkely be the Poansy!vaman 
Hale Formanon Missnsippan Siclunan Devoman and Cambro Ordovician Carhonate 
sechons The tap of the Ordowicsan Arbuctie Formatron is at about MU0D feet 


As is the Case om all remote areas that are thes far from established praducthon sutretanta! 
reserves would have to he developed to pustify the layong of gas lrnes emto the area to 
produce any gas discovered This has not taken place to date on thes area of Crawford 
County 


Oil and Gas Resource Potential; Ths area in southern Crawford County Arkansas 1s 
Classified as having maderate potential for on! and gas reserves 


Oil and Gas Development Potential; |b: area can be laserfved as wilde at with mexderate 
potential for gas and a low prahatelty for dnilng Well depths will probably he less than 
1800 feet The pomary objectives would most bhely he the Missrsseppan Silunan 
Devoman. and Cambro Ordoviwan carbonate secbons Spacung is typx ally 640 acres for a 
shallow gas well 


Foster Branch tract, Fulton (county 
T. 21 N., 2.00 W., Section 1 


Site Specific Petroleum Geology; Townstup 2) North, Range 10 West 1s located om the 
northwest corner of Fulton County, Artansas Thus area hes on the Ozart Uplift SO mules 


north of the northeastern edge of the prolifx gas praducong artoma Basen This townstep 
lacated more than GO mules from the nearest commercial gas production One exploratory 
well (dry hole) was drilled in the 1930's mm Fuhon County The Pennsylvaman Atoks 
sandstones and the basal Pennsy!vaman Hale hormation that are the mayor proca ng 
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horzcms on the Artoms Basen ae atecet here Lower Ordwacaan Jefferson City Gokormete os 
a Oe euwtae If Guileng acown. the premary otyectwe would be the Cambrian age sechon 


Asus Gye Cane om all remmene artas Chat are Ges far from estabhehed praducbon substantial gas 
reserves wowkd have to be developed to justify Gee layong of gas bones omic the area to 
produce any gas Gacovered Ths has not taken place to dae om Puhon County 


Oil and Gas Resource Potential, Th aca oe northere Puhom County Artansas is 
Claseefred as having bow ponenmtal for on! and gas reserves: 


Oil amd Gas Dereiopment Potential: Ths arce can he lanecfied as ramk wilde at with bow 
poaental for gas and a low prohatebity for ning Well depths ell probably he less than 
2000 feet The pomary otyective would he the Cambnan age secton Spaceng 1 typacally 
640 acres for a shallow gas well 


Redland Mountain Tract Pike ( ounty 
T. R. 26 W., Section 11 


Site Specific Petroteum Geology, Tore nstp S South Range 26 West is kx ated on 
northwestern Pike County Artansas Thws area hes on the Ouachita Mountains Regoon over 
WO mmiles south of the southern edge and outside of the profifx gas producing Artoma Basin | 
The nearest commercial gas productan 1s more than SO miles away Prolbfx Artorma Basen 

gus producing formanons are sheent here The Pennsylvanian Jackfort. Sandstone and the ) 
Missrseeppran Stanley Shale are at the surface The area is imensely folded and faulted I 

hes sowth of earty Paleoronc racks that form the core of the Ouachita Moumtarns Some 

hydrothermal! menerakzateon and igneous activity has acourred on thes county If drvilong 

occur. the pomary otyective would he om the Missrsseppan or older section 


Ass the Case on all remome areas that ure thes far from established production substantial gas 
reserves wowld have to he developed to pusti!y the layeng of gas bones emto the area to 
produce amy gas dixovered Thws has not taken place to date nm Poke ( county 


Ol and Gas Resource Potential: |): area im northern Pre County Artansas 1s (laserfed 
as having low potential for on! and gas reserves 

Oil and Gas Development Potential: The: area can be <lansefied as ramk wilh at with low 
prential for gas and alow prohatelity for drilng Well depehs ell probably be less than 
10.000 feet The primary abyective would he the Misersesppan and older age sectrons 
Spaceng 1 typecally 640 acres for a gas well 
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Point Peter Mountain, ( aif ( reek. ( ampbell Hollow. Bear ( reek. Buflabe River. and 
Middic Fork Tracts, Searcy County 

T. 15 S.. BR. 18W., section 5 

T. 14. & 18 W., Sections 11, 4 

TL.MN RW. thee NM 

T. 13 N. 8.170. tome 28,27 


Site Specific Petroleum Geology; Tow neteps |) North 14 North and i‘ North and 
Ranges 17 West and 18 West are hac ased mm the central and southern part of Searcy County. 


Artansas This area hes on the northeastern edge of the profefx gas producrng Artoma 
Basin However these townsheps are hac ated more than \) mies from the nearest 
commercial gat praducbon No eaploratory on! and gas wells have ever heen driled on thes 
area Only four wells have heen dniled on all the eight adjacent townstup an area covernng 
424 square mules and all were unsuccessful These wells ranged om depeh from £34 fre: to 
48% feet The Pennsy!vaman Atoka sandstones that are the mayor promduceng hanzoms on the 
Artorma Basen are abeent here The basal Pennsy!v aman Hale Formation is abaent here If 
G@nileng accurs. the primary otyecti ve would most bhely he the ( ammbro Ordovician 
carbonate sechon The tap of the Ordowcan 1 at about | 800 feet 


As vs the case in all rerncte areas that are thes far from establehed pradkwcton substantial gas 
reserves would have to he developed to pustify the layeng of gas bynes emo the area to 
produce any gas drcovered This has not taken place to date on Searcy ( ounty 


Oil and Gas Resource Potential; Ths area im central and southern Sear y County. 
Arkansas is Classified as having mexderate potential for on! and gas reserves 


Oil and Gas Development Potential: These areas can he classifeed as ramk wilde at with 
maderaie potential for gas and alow prohathlvty for dnilng Well depehs ei! protatly he 
less than 3500 feet The primary otyective would most bhely he che C arnbro Ordowician 

carbonate secvon Spaceng is typcally 640 acres for a shallow gas well 


West Fork tract, Van Buren (ounty 
T. 10 N., 9.16 W., Section & 


Site Specific Petroleum Geology, | oe retep 10 North Range 16 West is kx ated southern 
Van Buren County Artansas Thos ares hes on the northeastern edge of the protifx gas 


prodkc eng Artoma Basen Thos area's ku ated about 10 mules from the nearest Commer a! 
pa pradwctan Only two er ploraory om! and gas wells have heen dnlied on the area and 
beth were unsuccessful These wells ranged on depth from 2000 feet tw 4900 feet The 
Pennsyltvaman Atoka sandstones that are the mayor procka ing honzoms on the Artome Basen 
are abeert here The basal Pennsy!vaman Hale Formation is at the curface If drvilong 
acount. the primary atyect: ve would most bhely he the Misrseppman Schuman Devorman 
and Cambro Ordovcean carbonate sechons The top of the Ordownsar 1s at about 1200 feet 
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As 1s the case in all remote areas that are thus far from estabisshed producvon, substanual 
reserves would have to be developed to jusufy the laying of gas lines imto the area to 
produce any gas discoverec. This has mot taken place to date in Van Buren County. 


Oil and Gas Resource Potential: This arca im southern Van Buren County, Arkansas is 
classified as having moderate potential for oi] and gas reserves. 


Oil and Gas Development Potential: Thos arca can be classified as wildcat with moderate 
potential for gas and 2 low probability for Gniling. Well depths will probably be less than 
$000 feet. The pnmary objectives would most hkely be the Mississippian, Silunan- 
Devoman, and Cambro-Ordovician carbonate secvons. Spacing is typically 640 acres for a 
shallow gas well 


Louisiana 


Rocky Bayou Tract, DeSoto Parish 
Section 12 T. 11 N.. R. 12 W., Louisiana Meridian 


The subject tract is described as Lot 2 of Section 12, Township 11 North, Range 12 West, 
Louisiana Meridian, DeSoto Parish. This tract is a Public Domain parce! subject to the 


PAMÆA process to determine the appropnate management of the land. 


This tract is on the edge of the Naborion Section of the Red River-Bull Bayou Field which is 
productive from the wells drilled to Nacatoch and Paluxy formations. The Red River-Bull 
Bayou Field was at one time one of the most productive im the United States. 


This tract 1s considered to have high potential for development. While the potential exists, it 
is for deeper formations than have been explored for so far. No interest has been shown in 
developing any of the deeper potential. It 1s reasonable to expect this to be the situation for 
the foreseeable future. 


Black Lake Tract, Natchitoches Parish 
Section 32, T. 12 N.. R. 7 W.. Louisiana Meridian 


The subject tract is described as lots 5, 6, 8, 11, and 12 of Section 32, Township 12 North, 
Range 7 West, Louisiana Meridian, Natchitoches Parish. This tract is a Public Domain 
parce! subyect to the PA/EA process to determine the appropriate management of the land. 


This tract 1s considered to be wildcat acreage. No wells in this township have been found to 
be commercially productive. 


This tract 1s considered to have high potential for development. While the potential exists, it 
1s for deeper formations than have been explored for so far. No interes: has been shown in 
developing any of the deeper potential. It 1s reasonable to expect this to be the situation for 
the foreseeable future. 
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Section 26, T. 5 N.. R. 3 E., Lowisiana Meridian 


The subject tract is described as the NW \ of Section 26. Township § North. Range 3 East. 
Loutsiana Meridian. Rapides Parish. This tract is a Public Domain parce! subject to the PAVEA 


process to dctcrmune the appropriaic management of the land 


This tract (BLM 052007) ts within the North Big Island Ficld and is productive from wells drilled 
on the tract to Wilcox formation sands. Six wells have boen drilled on this tract of which 3 are 
producing as of this date (July 28. 1999) 


Since this tract ts productive it is considered to have high potential for addsonal development 
While the potential exists. the currem holder of nghts has shown no inclination to develop any of 
the deeper potential. hi is reasonable to expect this to be the situation for the foresecable future 


Duck Lake Tract, St. Martin Parish 
Section 26, T. 145., KR. 11 E.. Lowisiana Meridian 


The subject tract is described as lots 8. 9, and 10 of Section 26. Township 14 South. Range I! 
tast, Loursana Merndian, Si. Martin Parish. This tract is a Public Domain parce! subject to the 


PA/EA process to determine the appropriate management of the land 


Part of thes tract (ES-2821) is within the Duck Lake Field and is productive from wells drilled as 
part of the Duck Lake Unn Agreement 


Since this tract is productive it 1s considered to have high potential for additional development 
While the potential exists, the current holder of rights has shown no inclination to develop any of 
the deeper potential. It is reasonable to expect this to be the situation for the foresecable future 


Solid non-cnergy mincrals 
BLM Manual 3031(6/19/85), Energy and Mineral Resources Assessment. provides a system for 


estimating the solid non-energy mincral potential. As used in this classification. potential refers to 
potential for the presence (occurrence) of a concentration of one or more energy and/or mineral 
resources. It does not refer to or imply potential for development and /or extraction of the muncral 
resource(s). It does not imply that the potential concentration is or may be economic. that 1s. could 
be extracted profitably 
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\ineral Potential Classification $ 
L Level of Potentual 


O. The geologic environment, the inferred geologic processes, and the lack of mincral 
occurrences do not indicate potential for accumulation of mincral resources. 


L. The geologic environment and the inferred geologic processes indicate ow potential for 
accumulation of mineral resources. 


M_ The geologic environment. the inferred geologic processes, and the reported mincral 
occurrences of valid geochemical geophysical anomaly indicate modcratc potential 
for accumulation of mincral resources 


H. The geologic environment, the inferred geologic processes, the reported mincral 
occurrences and/or valid geochemical/geophysical anomaly. and the known mincs 
or deposits indicate high potential for accumulation of mincral resources. The 
“known mines and deposits “ do not have to be within the arca that ts being 
classified, but have to be within the same type of geologic environment 


ND. Mineral(s) potential pot determined duc to lack of useful data. This notation docs 
not require a level-of-uncertainty qualifier 


I —s- Level of Certainty 


A. The available data are insufficient and/or cannot be considered as direct or indirect 
evidence to support or refute the possible existence of mineral resources within the 
respective area. 


B. The available data provide indirect evidence to support or refute the possible existence 
of mineral resources. 


C. The available data provide direct evidence but are quantitatively minimal to support or 
refute the possible existence of mineral resources. 


D. The available data provide abundant direct and indirect evidence to support or refute 
the possible existence of mineral resources. 
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Louisiana 


The four Louisiana tracts are located in the Gulf Coastal Plain Province and contain surface 
matenals of pnmanily unconsolidated sediments (sands and clays) and lignite of Tertiary 
Age and younger. There is a moderate leve] of mineral potential with a C level of certainty 
for sand and gravel. Presence of other non-cnergy mincrals are not known. 
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Appendix C - Recreation and Visual Resources 


Recreation Opportunity Spectrum Class Descriptions 


Recreaton opportunites can be expressed in terms of three main Components: activiles, 
settings, and cxapenences. For management and conceptual convemence, possible mixes of 
these components have been arranged along a spectrum, or contunuum. This Recreation 
Opportunity Spectrum (ROS) provides a framework for stratifying and defining classes of 
outdoor recrealon opportunity environments. Publsc lands m Arkansas and Lousiana are 
relatively small and ssolated from other tracts of public lands. Therefore, pnvately owned 
lands adjacent to BLM-admunistered lands were conssdered when applying the ROS 
Classification system. However, the assigned classificaton apples only to the public domain 
lands in Arkansas and Louisiana. 


Primitive 


Activity; Camping. hiking. enjoying scenery or natural features. photography. hunting (tig 
game, small gare, upland birds, waterfowl), swimmung. diving (skin and scuba), fishing. 
canoeing, sailing. and nver running (non-motonzed craft). 


Setting The arca 1s charactenzed by an essentially unmodified natural environment of fairly 
large size. Concentration of users is very low and evidence of other users 1s minimal. The 
area 1s managed to be essentially free from evidence of man-induced restncvons and 

or convemence of the user are provided. Spacing of groups 1s informal and dispersed to 
rmumirmze contacts between groups. Motonzed use within the area 1s not permutied. 


Experience Opportunity; There are opportunities fur ssolation from the sights and sounds 
of man, to feel a part of the natural environment, to have a high degree of challenge and nsk. 
and to use outdoor skills. 


Semi-Primitive Non- Motorized 


Activity Camping. hiking. enjoying scenery or natural features, photography, hunting (big 
game, smal! game, upland birds, waterfow!), swimming. diving (shin and scuba), fishing. 
canoeing, sailing, and nver running (non-motonzed craft). 


Setting; The area 1s charactenzed by a predominantly unmodified natural environment of 
moderate to large size. Concentration of users 1s low, but there 1s evidence of other area 
users. On-site controls and restrictions may be present, but are subtle. Pacilives are 
provided only for the protection of resource values and the safety of users. Spacing of 
groups may be formalized to disperse use and limit contacts between groups Motonzed use 
18 NOL permitied 
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Expericace Opportunity; There are some opportumstees for rsolabon from the wghts and scwmds 

of man, but thus 1s not as umportant for tus classificapon as a 1s for pomutne opportumics § Oppor- 
tumstaes are available to have a gh degree of micracbon wth the natural em womment. to have 
maderaic challenge and msh. and to use outdoor skills 


Activity; Camping. hiking. enjoying scenery of natural features. photograptn . se iummeng. dry ong 
(skin and scuba), fishing. canocing. sailing. and river running (motorized craft), power bosteng. 
pacmcking. rock collecting. wood gathering. auto tourmg. water shung and other water sports. 
iMeTpretive services use. rustic resorts and organized Camps. Competitive games. spectator sports. 
tecyclang. jogging. outdoor concerts. and madern resorts 


Setting; The arca 1s charactenzed by a substanuall, modified natural em wronment Resource 

modification and utilization practices are otv,vous Sights and sounds of man are readily ev dent. 
and the concentration of users 15 often moderate to igh A conssderabice number of facslstees are 
desmgned for use by a large number of people Facilites are often provided for specific actry res 
Developed sites, roads. and trails are desagned for moderate to high use F acuinbes for mmtensive 
motorized use are available 


Expericace Opportunity; Opportunities to expenence affiliation with individuals and groups arc 
prevalent as 1s the convemence of the sites and opportunmies These factors are generally more 
important than the natural setting Opportunites for wildland challenges. nsk taking. and testing of 
outdoor skills are unimportant. except mm specific activites involving challenge and msk 


Urban 


swimming. diving (shin and scuba). fishing. canoeing. sailing. and ver running (non-motorized 
craft), power boating, picmicking. rock collecting. wood gathering. auto touring, water shinng and 


Setting; The area 1s characterized by a substantially modified natural environment Resource 
modification and utilizaton practices are obvious Sights and sounds of man are readily evident. 
and the concentration of users 1s often moderate to high A considerable number of facilites are 
desgned for use by a large number of people Facilities are often provided for specific activities 
Developed sites, roads, and trails are 4r-e-ened for moderate to high use Ff acilitees for umtensive 
motonzed use are avaliable 


Eaperience Opportunity; Opportunites to expenence affiliation with individuals and groups are 
prevalent as 1s the convemence of sites and opportunites EF upenences of the natural environment 
and the use of outdoor skills are largely unemportant 
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Visual Re.ources Management (VRM) 


The visual resource mmvemiory process comtasned mm BLM Handbook H-8410-! provides 
BLM managers woth gundance for determumng visual values The inventory conssts of 
scenx quality cvabuabon. sensitivity level analyses. and deleneavon of Gstance zones Based 
an these twee faction BLM -admemstered lands are placed nto one of fow visual resource 
mmventory classes These inventory classes represent the relative value of the visual resource 
Classes | and 0 beeng the most valued. Class [I] representing 2 moderate value. and Class [V 
beeng the least value Management otyect: ves have beer assigned to cach Class An aca 
may be inventoned as VRM Class [I] but the docmon may be made to manage «t as 2 VRM 
Class [V of wise versa. Cultural modificanons may detract from the scenery, or complement. 
or emprove the overall scemx qualsty of an arca Cultural modficabons im the 
landiorm/water and vegetabon values and addsbon of structures wil! be conmdered when 


Ciatmmng proposed resource management acbonms 


The VRM inventory and management classes were designed to address larger tracts of land 
than those wtech compnse the public Goma lands in Artansas and Lousiana Visual 
Resource Management object: ves discussed on the PA/EA wil! pertain only to the level and 
type of disturbance to visual resources. that can be expected to occur under the alternatives 
and only to the specific tract and not to the general setteng om which the tract 1s located. 


The following VRM class definivons from BLM Handbook H-84/0-| have been amended 
for purposes of developing and implementing the Artansas and Louisiana PA/EA 
Amendments incorporate the visual resource values provided by existing Cultural features 
sagreficamt to the character of the Artansas and Louimana landscape 


VRM Class | Objective 


The objective of this class 18 to preserve the ex:sting natural and cultural character of the 
landscape Thus class provides for natural ecologycal Changes. however. 1 does not preclude 
very muted management activity The level of change to the characternstic landscape should 
be very low and musi not attract atiention away from the cxrsting landscape character 


VRM Class I] Objective 


The obyective of thes class 1s to retain the cxrsteng natural and cultural character of the 
landscape The level of change to the charactenstx landscape should be low Management 
activites may be seen, but should not attract the attention of the casual observer Any 
changes must repeat the basic elements of form. line color and texture found in the 
predomunant natural and/or cultural features of the Charactensix lands ape 
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VRM Chass [I] Objective 


The abyectrve of thes class 1s to parnally retasn the casstng natural and Cultural character of 
the landscape. The level of change to the Characternstc landscape should be moderate. 
Management acu vines should be moderate Management act vibes may afiract afienbon bul 
showld not dormnate the wew of the Casual observer Changes should repeal the basic 
elements found in the predormnant natural and/or Cultural fecsures of the Charactenstic 


are ape 
VRM Class [V Objective 


The abyect: ve of this class 1s to provide for management acu vives whech require mayor 
madhficanon of the cxssteng Character of the natural and cultural landscape The level of 
Change to the characternstic landscape can be Ingh These management act vies may 
Gormmnate the view and be the major focus of the casual observer's atienvion. However, every 
attempt should be made to menimuze the umpact of these acti vives through careful locaton. 
rmrmal disturbance and repeating of the basx clements 
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Appendix D - Soils 
Soil Complex Associations Descriptions 


Soul Compie.es or Assacabons represent several son! types. cach wath at's own specific 
charactenstcs that are usually found together and so mtncately mised that they could not he 
mapped scparaicly ———————— 
comple. assaciahons on the tracts 


Arkansas 


Artana-Moto Complex Sonts om thes compiles are moderately deep ( Artana sonls) to shallow 
(Moko souls) well drasned and are found on upland arcas 


The Arana souls are low om natural fertisty and moderate m coment of organic matter. They 
are modrum acid to mildly alkalone om the surface layer and strongly aced to moderately 
alkalone om the subsoul. The permeatulity os very slow and the available water capacity 1 low 


The Moko souls are mader:ac on natural ferulety and m comem of orgamc matter They are 
neutral or rmidly alkalyrne hroughout The permeatylity 1 moderate and the avaliable water 
Capacity 1s very low The croson hazard 1s consdered severe for both sovls 


Doniphan, Very Cherty Silt Loam: This 1s a deep well dramed soul found on gently to 
maderate sloping upland areas "hus son! 1s low om natural fertility and mm coment of orgamc 
matter ht 1s shghtly acid to stron gly aced om the surface layer and strongly acid to very strongly 
acid on the subson! The permeability 1s maderate and the available water Capacity 1s modu 
The croson hazard 1s considered severe 


Enders -Nella-Steproct Complex. Thus compiles consists of well dramned, deep and moderately 
deep. moderately sloprng to moderately steep loarny and stony souls 


The Enders soni 1s low om natural fertility and maderate in content of orgamx matter ht 1s 
strongly acid to extremely acid throughout the profile The permeatulity 1s moderate on the 
surface layer and very slow im the subsov!, and the available water capacity 1s moderate The 
cromon hazard 1s moderate 


The Nella soul 1s deep and found at the tae of slopes and concave parts of benches. ht is low in 
natural ferulity and low om orgamic matier content. ht 1s strongly acid or very strongly aced 
throughout The permeatylity 1s moderate and the available water capacity 1s moderate The 
ecroson hazard 1s moderate 


The Steprock soil 1s moderately deep and typically 1s on the upper part of side slopes and tops 
of mdges. tills or mountains. Typically, there are stones, cobbles, and gravel on surface in ail 
areas. ht 1s low natural fertility and low mm coment of orgamc matter li 1s strongly acid or very 
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strongly acd throughout the profile The permecatelsty 1s maderaic and the svalabic water 
Capacity «s very low. The cromon hazard «s commdered to be wery severe 


Gassvilie-Domphan Campiex Thus 1s a maderaicly deep to deep. well dramned. madermicty 
slapeng to maderaicly seep complies faund on upland ndges and tnlhwdes 


The Getsvalle scm! 1s bow on natural fertbety and maderaic on coment of orgamc matter hi rs 

shghtly aced to strongly aced om the surface leyer and wrongly aced to very strongly aced om the 
subscel. The permeatelity 1s wery slow and the available water Capacity us low. The cromon 

hazard 1s comudered severe 


A descnpion of the Domphan sorl may be found under Domephhan. Very Cherty Set Laan 


Nella Enders Assocranon (Steep) Thws assacaton commsts of deep well dramned sonls an 
seep tll wdes and mowntarn wdes For the sor! characterstacs soe the descnpnan of Enders 
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Steprack compiles 
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permeate lity 1s made. ate and the ay alable water capany stow The eroson hazard is 
compdered severe. 
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Thee som! 18 strongly to meadermely aced on the surface layers and menterately ard to alhabone on 
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